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Monday, April IS, 1896, 

STATEMENT OF HON. J. J. BRICE, FISH COMMISSIONER; ACCOM- 
PANIED B7 MR. W. de C. RAVENEL, CHIEF CLERS. 

The Chairman. The first item is for propaffation of food-fishes. You had $100,000 
for the cnrreut year. How much was expended on the 1st of March. 

Mr. Bkicr. One-third of it was expended. 

The Chairman. You desire an extra $5,000? 

Mr. Brick. Yes, sir : that is a dedciency, and has been already expended. 

The Chairman. When was it expended? 

Mr. Brick. This year. It has not been paid for, but is under contract. 

The Chairman. The item for repairs was $5,000? 

Mr. Ravenkl. It was $4,500. 

The Chairman. How many cars have yon? 

Mr. Kavenbl. Four. 

The Chairman. This item for repairs is exceptional? 

Mr. Kavknkl. Yes, sir; it is. Tnose cars ran along until they werd absolutely 
worthless without repairs. They had rotten beams. 

The Chairman. Is not this a lar<;er amount than has been usually expended on 
repairs? 

Mr. Brick. This is the only deficiency in the bill. 

The Chairman. What amount was expended on repairs for the last year? 

Mr. Brick. It was about $1,200. 

The Chairman. It runs from $1,000 to $1,200 a year? 

Mr. Brick. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Have you expended $1,200 outside of the appropriation this year? 

Mr. Brick. I think so. I think our cars were put in order last July. They were 
repainted, varnished, and incidental repairs were made. 

The Chairman. Out of this appropriation; so that this year you hare expended 
about $1,200? 

Mr. Brick. A little less than that. 

The Chairman. Suppose this appropriation should not be recommended? 

Mr. Brick. Then we will have to pay it out of the money which we want to use 
for distribution and hatching out. I am using every cent of money I can get for ' 
that purpose. 

Mr. Savers. If you do not get this $5,000 it will give yon a less amount for 
distribution? 

Mr. Brick. It will be very materially less. 

Mr. North WAY. The contracts have all been made? 

Mr. Ravknkl. The actual cost is $10,000, and our bills have been held up. 

The C HAiRM AN. For payment of outstanding liabilities and miscellaneoua expenses 
in 1895; is that ascertained? 

3 



4 DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr. Brice. The Albatross was hnrriedly fitted oat last year on orders fh>m the 
Treasury Department. Those expenses, and some other little items amounting to 
about $13, date back to 1893. 

The Chairman. This is the outstanding liability with no money for 1895 f 

Mr. Brice. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Erection of fish ways and excavation at Great Falls, $10,500 (Ex. 
Doc. 12^). When are you going to complete those fish ways up there? 

Mr. Ravenkl. Those were begun in 1883 and have continued under various appro- 

Sriations, and it will require $10,500 to make the fish ways practicable and put them 
1 operation. 

The Chairman. Has this money been expended? 

Mr. Ravknbl. I do not know. That eomes onder the Secretary of War. We bad 
available on July 1, 1895, $6.06. 

The Chairman. There has been some work done there? 

Mr. Rave^el. There has, but it will require $10,000, and this is to make certain 
improvements recommended by the Commissioner last year after making an investi- 
gation. 

The Chairman. This whole matter is completely set out in the document. 

Mr. Ravenel. It is merely submitted. 

Tlitf Oil airman. Is this Work to be done under ohar^6 of your office? 

Mr. RAirllN«L. No, sir; It is under the office of the Chief of £neineer«. 

The Chairman. Suppose this should not be recommended. Is it absolutely no e oa 
sary to have those fish ways in order to let the fish get over the falls? 

Ml'. RAVENBL. The fish can not possibly get over withotit the fish ways. They 



) practically of no value unless they are completed, 
rhe Chairman. 



The Chairman. Fish hatchery, Montana. You submit $12,000. The appropria- 
tion seems to have been $16,400. Has that all been expended? 

Mr. Brice. Yes, sir. 

the Chairman^ This $12,000 will complete it? 

Mr. Brice. With the exception of the plant and equipment. 

Hie OMaiIuuan. That was put in from your general appropriation? 

Mr. BriCb. This is an additional appropriation. 

Tlie Chairman. This finishes the whole thing? 

Mt. BRICE. Yi$s, sir. There is a cottage for tne superintendent. 

The Chairman. Have yon got any building there now? 

Mr. Brice. Jnst an outbuilding. 

The Chairman. Is this an important hatchery? 

Mr. BricHj Yes, sir^ 

The Chairman. In regard to this Montana hatchery and this other at Baird, Cal., 
I wish you would give us the amount nnexpended at each place, and what is neces- 
sary to complete these items, and state what you are going to do. If you are going 
to build a cottage, say so, and state how much it is going to cost. You need not 
make it long, bnt simply cover it ; and state the importanee of the hatcheries, and 
everrthing in connection with it. As to the Baird station, for the oonstroctiou of 
dwelling, $3,000 : it seems to tne that is pretty high* Is that for one family ? 

Mr. BricBi It iSj as I understand it. 

The Chairman. You submit $3|000 for the oonstmotion of a dwelling* and yet von 
bafve had only $4,000 for a fish hatchery < It looks like a fish hatchery for a dwelling, 
instead of a dwelling for a fish hatcherv. 

Mr. Brice. It is a nice place, and it has been an expensive work by reason of the 
difficulty of getting lumber or any materiaL 

The Chairman. Make the item, particularly as to Baird station, say how many 
buildings yon want, and makD it fiill and definite as to the amount of work yon can 
do. Also mention the hatchery of Vermont. That is for an increase of the spring- 
Water sn^iply. Also cover Wytheville. It seems to me yon are going to buy some- 
thing thel^. 

Mr. Brice. That station belongs to Virginiai 

The GHAiiUfANt Is it an elfaphant whien Virginia is unloading upon nS| or is it 
desirable? 

Mr. Brice. The Fish Commission has been using it. It comes from the State of 
Virginia. We pay a rental of $500 which we get from the repair of hatcheries. 

T%e Chairman. And now you propose to buy? 
' Mr. BRiCEi Yes> niti that is a nominal nrice^ 

The Chairman. Exnaust that also, and state what you are going to do. If yon 
mt^ l^oing to BUkke a hatchery l^ere, it seems that you may have a big amount for 
renairs. Also include the amount for the Texas hatchery. 

Mr. Sayers. Are yon doing any work down there? 

Mr. Ravenkl. The well has been finished. 

Mr. SayeRBi The ground has be«n paid for? 

Mr. Brice. The ground has been paid for; $21,000 is to complete the station and 
the excavation, terra cotta work, and masonry. 
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The Chairman. Give the fall itenie /is to expenditure, and what yon did with the 
money yoa had ; what is estimated for, and what yoa are going to do with it. 

Mr. Saybbs. I would like another report in connection with that, as to wha4 
advantage there would be by the estabiishment of that hatchery. 

Mr. Hrice. It woHld l>e considered as a central hatchery, and it would be of inter- 
est to all the country, espeeialiv the eoast. We propose to group around the central 
hatchery under consideration the old ones which want fepain, so as to cover all the 
rivers in the United States with small auxiliary ones, Ofosting $1,000, with no addi- 
tional expense in maintenance. In that way we wili supply every stream neoessaiy 
where we are going to have fish. The fish will foe indigenous. 

Mr. Saysrs. I have sent a great many applications to ^our ottoe for iish. KnNii 
what hatchery do those ftsh coraef 

Mv. Bru;b. They areeent from the hatchery at Qviney, 111., which is Just a littU 
station, in answer to the Chairman in reference to the hatcheries, the lleh tii«eie 
would be bass and others. We want to experiment with other Ash. 

The Chairman. Where is San Marcos? 

Mr. Bricb. it is on the San Marcos River, about 30 miles from Anstin. 

The Cbairman. Yon speak •f eentral stations and a lot of eubstations, costing 
about A thousand dollars apiece. Can you follow that out with the nunkber of hatoh- 
eries you have now? 

Mr. Bricb. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Yon want what yon have now in tlie shape of eentral haieheries; 
but if you cover the country with cheaper hatcheries, that would ihean the ftmnda- 
tion of a great many more plants? 

Mr. Bricb. Yes, sir; it would probably take 96 or 90. 

ilie Chairman. How many hatcheries are there now lUiogetherf 

Mr. Bricb. There are 21 hatcheries and stations. 

The Chairman. Al>eut how many stations f 

Mr. Bkicb. There would be prol>ably 15 or 16 hateheriee. and the vest wo«ld 4»e 
staiious. These points down on the Potomac and the station are for t^ {>nr|iose of 
taking shad, and there is a station on the Delaware Hwrn and one at ijniuey. 

The Chairman. When you speak of stations, yon uivan %Mne place tempavaiily 
oeoupi«*d ? 

Mr. Bricb. Yes, sir. We call fish ponds stations. This one tiers is a central 
hotehery. 

Tiie Chairman. Tour policy would be to cover the country with 25 or 09 aML- 
tfonal ones. Does tliat mean ooeopation ? 

• Mr. Bricb. It means the pnrchase of land. The amonnt of aesistanoe requlMd 
epould not include the salaries of the men. 

The Chairman. Yon would put buildings on the land? 

Mr. Bricb. Yes, sir; costing $300 to Hw each. 

The Chairman. Yon would need to have them oeeupted dnring what portion of 
the year? 

Mr. Bricb. Three months; during the spawning season. 

The Off AIRMAN. That means fooildi'ng and maoninery, and oboot how many «m- 
lovees? 
Ir. Bricb. ft would mean one employee for thiiee months. 

Ttie Chairman. Would you need tnat one for getting eggs? 

Mr. Bricb. We would send a man there from the central station. 

The Chairman. Then you would have inove than one man d«riDg thaee months 
How many men ? 

Mr. Briob. Two wonld be sufficient. It depends a good deal on the etotion. If 
the station is small one would be enough. 

The Chairman. You have now 16 stations and i6 hatcheries and by adding 80«iore 
hatcheries that would metin the employment of 90 more men during tbe natehing 
■ o a so n ; and if yon detailed one man to oaoh, it wonld mean a great deal of station 
force? 

Mr. Bricb. We did that in California at Fort Qaston and Redwood. We detailed 
A man oiver there, «nd if necessary, or if we were pressed, we could do the eame 
tting again. 

The Chairman. As to these SO stations, ftt>m what appropriation would y<on |>ay 
them? 

Mr. Bricb. Out of the appropriation for ieh -enltoM^ 4AMit is the general appro- 
aviation of $100,006. 

The Chai«^an. 'Hbo* is tbe •ppropiiotion in whleh yoa sroat $5,0004 

Mr. Bkicb. Yes, sir. 

The 0« AIRMAN. Wotfld M^ povtien-of ithat money be spent this year in the way 
Mi which yon spea^c? 

Vr. 8rm». Yes, sir ; <we 'Wlll n«t liave funds enough to build the 'liat^Aeriea. We 
are using all the mopey for the propagation of shad. 
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The Chairman. Haa the accoantlnff officer assented to the proposition that from 
that general appronriatiou yon coo Id establish hatcheries, and pnt in uiachiuery 
withoat special aatborizationf 

Mr. Brick. There is a bill in the Senate for that purpose. 

The Chairman. Suppose it would suit the convenience and the best interests of 
the service to put » second hatchery down on the Potomac, say 50 miles farther 
than the present one, and expend $500 in building and necessary machinery ; would 
you send a man down there, or detail a man from the central station f Could you 
do that from this general appropriation without special authorization from Congress f 

Mr. Brick. That has been tne custom of the Commission. Those auxiliary sta- 
tions in California were built without any special appropriation. 

The Chairman. This is liable to bring up a good deal of discussion in the House 
and questions are liable to be asked. How much would it embarrass you if we were 
to put in a clause prohibiting the establishment of any new hatcheriefi without 
special authorization of Congress f 

Mr. Brick. It would not affect us at all. 

The Chairman. It would not in any way cripple the service as it is now organized? 

Mr. Brick. No, sir. I do not think there would be any difficulty, as this is a primi- 
tive arrangement. 

The Chairman. You could go on and provide for this service of the Commission, 
in the way of the establishment of additional hatcheries or stations^ without special 
authorization by Congress f For the present you could get along without impairing 
the service f 

Mr NoRTHWAY. It will limit the amount of the production of fish ? 

Mr. Brick. It will, very much, indeed. Last year we put in 900,000 salmon. There 
ought to be 25,000,000 to 50,000,000 at least. Nine hundred thousand salmon do not 
amount to anything. 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. if these stations are not authorized it will curtail the present 
production : but what yon desire is a larger increase, and these stations will help 
you to do tnat? 

Mr. Brick. What we wish to do is to establish stations. The Fish Commission, as 
you know, has been, up to this time, experimental. 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. Why can not the small stations be near the central ones, so as to 
be in charge of the same men f 

Mr. Brick. That is the idea — to have them all under the same superintendence. 
They are within reach of the various streams, because in taking tish my experience 
has been that the best way is to establish small hatcheries near the spawning grounds, 
and put them on the spawning beds before they take on new habits. 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. You would not take them away from the place where they are 
hatched f 

Mr. Bkicr. No, sir. 

The Chairman, It seems to me your proposition fairly implies legislation by Con- 
gress and a verv considerable appropriation f 

Mr. Brick. Yes, sir; it would require an appropriation of $55,000 fully. 

The Chairman. It seems to me, without antagonizing it at all, that there ought 
to be legislation independent of an appropriation bill. 

Mr. Arnold. In reference to the fish ways at Oreat Falls, I want to ask you who 
are the owners of the Great Falls and what would be the consequence if the owners 
were to make improvements in the way of building damsf 

Mr. Ravknkl. The question as to the ownership of Great Falls is one which 
army engineers would have to be asked about. 

Mr. Arnold. It might make yonr fish ways nseless, providing the owner should 
take a notion to improve. 

Mr. Ravkkkl. They could not stop np the river. The water supply is ftrom the 
Great Falls, and these dams are below the falls. 

The Chairman. This first item, maintenance, equipment, etc., you use for repairs 
of cars ; and cnn you use it for repairs generally f 

Mr. Kavknrl. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. For repairs and construction at Put in Bay, Dnluth, Craigs 
Brook, Green Lake, and Neosho, $8,450. It is the same as this in effect. It is an 
addition f 

Mr. Ravknkl. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Suppose that last special item is not given? 

Mr. Ravknkl. It would affect to a certain extent the running of the hatcheries. 
Thejr are becoming much decayed. The one at Wytheville is entirely gone. If the 
repairs are neglected, the expense would be greater. 

The Chairman. I wish you would also put in the not« which we have asked yoa 
to furnish the particulars in reference to this item at Put in Bay, Craigs Brook, and. 
Neosho, as to repairs, how much is expended, the necessity therefor, the effect upon 
the work, etc. 
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Mr. Satxrs. If I nnderBtand the Commissioner, he can not use that general appro- 
priation for repairs at special stations f 

Mr. Brick. No, sir; tnat conld not be ased. These places have been neglected 
nntil the ordinary appropriation of $100^000 is not sufficient to cover them. 

The Chairman. Would yon have had money enough in that $100,000 to make 
these repairs f 

Mr Brick. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. I want the special repairs at those places, and the necessity there- 
for, because if I am given my way, I will not put in two items, when one will 
answer the purpose. In other words, this general appropriation for which you want 
$5,000, in my judgment, ought to cover all the stations. 

UNiTKb States Commission of Fish and Fishkriks, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

Washington, ApHl 14, lS9e. 
Dear Sir : In compliance with your reauest of yesterday, I forward herewith 
explanatory statemente of the estimates of lunds needed for the completion of fish 
hateheries in the States of Montana, Iowa, Vermont, New York, and Texas; also for 
improvements and repairs to stations at Put in Bay, Ohio; Duluth, Minn. : Craig 
Brook, Me.; Neosho, Mo., and Northville, Mich.; also for the construction oi a new 
building at Baird Station, Cal. I also transmit some data relative to the appropria- 
tion requested for the completion of the fish-way at the Great Falls of the Potomac 
River. 

Yours, respectfully, 

J. J. Brice, Comini%9%on9r, 

The Chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, 

House of EepresmiaHvu, 

BUh hatchery f Bozeman, Mont— Fox the completion of the fish-cultural station near 
Bozeman, Moot., authorized by the act approved August 5, 1891, and to be available 
till expended, $12,000. 

NoTE.~For the establishment of this station there was appropriated by act of— 

August 5, 1892 $10,000.00 

August 23, 1894 6,400.00 

Total 16,400.00. 

The expenditures, so far, have been : 

Selection of site 920.45 

Purchase of site 3,500.00 

Surveying 247.60 

Plans, specifications, and advertising 119.21 

Ponds and water supply 3,732.90 

Fish hatehery contract 5,634.00 

Outbuilding contract 1,213.00 

Ice house contract 288.00 

Equipment 40.54 

Inspection 653.48 

Incidentals 31.45 

Total 16,880.63 

To complete this stetion the following expenditure is estimated : 

Dwell ing for superintendent, plain, wooden building 4, 000. 00 

Completion of ponds and water supply 4,250.00 

Barn and stable 600.00 

Improvement of grounds, fencing, and bridging 1, 500. 00 

Equipment of hatchery 1,000.00 

Superintendence 800.00 

Totol 12,150.00 

BOZEMAN, MONT. 

The ponds contemplated are as follows : 

Square fe«t. 

86small ponds (10 by25feet) 5,448 

Smedinm-size ponds (20 by 80 feet) 10,032 

4 large ponds, each 15,000 square feet 45,000 
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FUh hatekmy, Imoa, — For the compl^tioa of the fith-enltoral ttatioB in Iowa, 
authorized bv the act entitled ''An act makins appropriations for sandry civil 
expenses of the GoTenunent for the fiscal year ending Jane thirtieth, eighteen hun- 
dred and ninety-five, and for other purposes/' approved Aoffust 18, 189i. $8,000. 

The unexpended balance of the appropriation lor the establishment of this station 
is (December 3, 1895^ $14,177.15. For the development of the station the following 
expenditures are estimated : 

Purchase of land $501 

Examination of titls 300 

Introduction of water supply, construction of ponds, etc 6, 770 

Hatchery and annex 6,500 

Superintendent's dwelling « 3,600 

Ice house and bam 600 

Repairs and alterations to buildings now on property 638 

Equipment of station 1,200 

Superintendence of constructions 600 

Contingencies 500 

Boads, fencing, and landscaping 1,000 

Total 22,109 

The estimate of the cost of the eonstmotion of this station is bfwed upon the inves- 
tigation of Mr. Von Bayer, the architect of the Cummission, while at Manchester 
surveying the site. 

The 8(ipe!rintendent's cottage and quarters for men are necessary, as there is no 
community near where the employees of the station could be properly housed and 
boarded. The residence contemplated is simply a neat, substantial eight-room house. 
The old building on the property is to be altered and divided up into mess rooms, 
at an expense of $638.75. The hatchery annex, estimated at $6,500, will be a frame 
building upon a stone foundation, 63 feet long by 38 feet wide, with an L* The Man* 
Chester station was established for the purpose of hatching and diatribnting brook 
and rainbow trout, the basses, crappie, and other native fishes. 

Work has been delayed on this station owing to the fact that the Attorney-General 
has not reported upon the title to the property, as required by law. Plans covering 
the oonstmction ot the hatchery, residence, ponds, etc., are prepared. 

Ths ponds contemplated are as follows: 

Square feet. 

. 36 small ponds, 2.5 by 10 feet, total area 5, 448 

8 medium-size ponds, 20 by 80 feet 10,032 

3 large ponds, each 15,000 square feet 45,000 

Fi$h katckerjf. New York, — For the oomplotion of the fish-cultnral station on ^e 
8t. Lawrence River, Now York, authorizea by the act approved March 3, 1891, $2,990. 
The appropriations made for this station are as follows : 

March 8, 1891 $6,4K)0.OO 

August 18. 1894 7,000.«) 

Total 12,000.00 

These appropriations were expended as follows : 

Travel preliminary to selection of site $234.91 

Purchase of land And old mill 3,500.00 

Remodeling building and equipping same with the requisite machinery, 
hatching Jars, troughs, and furniture; also construction of whart 8,165.09 

To complete the station, including unfinished repairs to building, gradinic and 
inclosing of iprounds, lighting of building and grounds, and flagstaiifthe sum 9i 
$2,500 is required, as follows : 

Painting of building and chimney $250 

Putting up tsornioe and its jMrinting, repairs to roof and ^oeiliag fif main 

hatchery, etc 775 

trading an«i hickimng grounds 800 

Gas machine, piping, and fixtures ^.% 450 

Flagstaft' and erecting 100 

Total 2,375 

Oontingencies .....^ IJS 

Gvand total.... ^ 3,d00 
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Fi$k hatehenff WythevUle, Ta.— For the pnrchase from the State of Viricinia, for 
the oonsiileratLon of $100, of the property near WythevlUe, Wythe County, Va,, noir 
used as a Kshenltiiral station by the United States Fish Commtsston, for the par- 
ohase of additional property adjaoent thereto, and for the improvcmeat aad devel- 
opment of all the property acquired under this act, $10,000. 

In his report submitted to Congress on March 22, 1888 (Mis. Doc. No. 88, Fiftieth 
Congress, first session), the late Commissioner stated as follows: 

" TFifikeville Station, Firffinia. ♦ ♦ • XaUre of teaare.— This station is the pro^ 
erty of the State of yir>j:iniaand is held by the United States Fish Commission under 
a lease from the commissioner of tisheries of the State of Virginia at an annual rental 
of $500. 

'• DcHicription.— The tract of laud comprises about 19 acres. The improvements 
are: A hatchery 25 feet by 50 feet, two stories hi^h, with capacity for hatching 
500,000 trout duriug the season; comfortable residence for superintendent; ioa 
house, stable, and all necessary outbulldlnj^s; a series of fourteeu ponds for rearing 
trout; a series of ten ponds for breeding carp and other warm^ water species; a 
switch or siding for convenience in making car-load shipments of tish, and a number 
of minor improvements. All permanent improvements and betterments have been 
made by the State of Virginia, and represent an iavestiaent of about $13,000." 

Since that time, however, the State of Virginia has permitted the United States 
to expend a part of the rental in further bettermeots to the station, bnt the amount 
thaa expended has been iasnlBoieiit to keep the station in the condition necessary 
for the most effective work; aa«l as the property did not belong to the United States* 
additional expenditures oould not be made under the law fnim (he i«e^ular appror 
priatioiis lor the eonduct of the work oi the United States Fish Commission. 

Tlie necessary improvements of the statioo^ to nut it in goo<l order, consist Ia 
building a new revetment wnli for the protection of the ponds against the encroach- 
meat of Tate Run, in the censtruotion of a series of new ponds with supply sa4 
drain iH|pes, in repairi«g pveseat ponds, in substituting new pipe lines for the oli 
ones, in lengthening the railroad sidinji^ at that place, in nspai ring the various build- 
ings ef ttie station, among which tbe4weJling house needs it most, and lastly in 
improving the laadsc^M features of the station and in building a good road f^oa 
the staiitm aoross a 8tse|> hill in the rear of it. Theeost of these improvements t 
estimate at $10,000. This station is at pruseut our only source of supply for rainbow 
trout for supplying applicants and stoitkinj; streams in the States of Pennsylvania^ 
Maryland, Vir/j^inia, rforth Carolina, South Carolina, Kentucky, and Tennessee, 
besides f«rnishjng a large proportion of the rock bass or red-eye perch distributed 
fto the South Athmtic and Gulf States. 

I'^iMh AafoAsrjr, Fenavat.— rheappro|»riations made for this staAiou are as £[>] lows; 

March 81, 1891... , $5,000 

August .5,1892 10.000 

August 23, 18JM , 8,600 

Total 23,500 

Which have been expended as follows: 

Cost of land a,470 

Hatchery ^. J5,590 

Outbuilding 1,718 

BtaMe «05 

lee hcmse 432 

Flagstaff W 

Constniction of ponds, introduction of water supply, construction of dam 

aeress Sleepers River, railroad aiding, equipment, superiatendeiiee, etc. . . 12, 197 

Totat 23,500 

For increase of spring- water supply (construction of reservoir) 7, 060 

The water suppler for this station is taken chiefly from Sleepers River. Owing to 
the fact that this river becomes heavily charged with sediment and mud during the 
fall and spring it is necessary to constmet a large settling reservoir and mter. 
Bxpeiise of construction is estimated as follows : 

ExcMration and embankment ..*... .^*...,*.^.^»... M«800 

^'ipf^ypip** *«Jd drains ,-.., ^,.* fiy 

Criblllters, gates, gratings, etc 74jl 

JReservoir covering; ^ ^^, ^ 

Protoctiug Jetty at dam and Dn^hingpipe .«......., 460 

Total ^ _ ^ 4,000 
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The spring-water snpply at the station is inadequate, and for the acqairement of 
additional water $3,000 is estimated. 

This station is established, primarily, for the propagation of broolc and rainbow 
tront, lake treat, and salmon for stocking the streams of Vermont, New Hampshire, 
and Massachusetts. 

Fi8h hatchery, Narthville, Mieh. — For the constmc^tion of a hatchery building, 
dwelling for superintendent, alterations and repairs to present buildings, improve- 
ment of grounds, and extension of water supply, including purchase of additional 
springs, $3,000. 

This item is made np as follows : 

New hatchery, including adaptation of present hatchery for an ice house. .. $6, 000 
Dwelling for superintendent, including removal of present building occu- 
pied by foreman and its repair 4, 000 

Increased water supply, including purchase of additional springs, water 
conduit, etc.... 3,0CO 

Total 13,000 

The hatchery at the station is a very old building, with a capacity of less than 
4,000,000 eggs, and as the collections of lake and brook tront eggs, during last fall, 
amounted to nearly 12,000,000, it was not deemed advisable to attempt the repairing' 
of the old building, and a new hatchery was recommended, at a cost of between 
$5,000 and $6,000, the old hatchery to be converted into an ice house. The estimate 
of $4,000 for dwelling for superintendent is intended to provide a residence for him 
on the grounds of the station. There is at present an old cottage occupied by the 
foreman, but it is deemed advisable to have the superintendent as near the station 
as practicable. The spring supply of the hatchery at the Northville Station has 
fallen off during the past year about 50 per cent, and as the work of the station i» 
increasing each year it is important to provide an additional supply. This addi- 
tional snpply will be provided by means of artesian wells or by the purchase of 
springs located 2,000 ieet beyond the present intake on Rogue River. Tiie principal 
item of cost in the event of our getting the water supply from the springs will be 
the cost of piping, as the spring property can be purchased at a nominal price. 

Fish hatchery f Baird, Cal. — For construction of a dwelling at the Baird, Cal., sta> 
tion, $3,000. 

This building is needed for the foreman of the station. It is not customary to pro- 
vide buildings for foremen at the stations except where the stations are in isolated 
sections of country, as in the case of the Baird Station. The previous appropriation 
of $4,000 was expended in the construction of a residence for the superintendent. 
The station is located in north central California, Shasta County, on tne west bank 
of the McCloud River, 2 miles above its Junction with the Sacramento, and 11 miles 
from the Northwest Railway station. It was ^established for the collection of egga 
of the California or quinnat salmon for restocking the Sacramento and other rivers 
tributary to the Pacific. It occupies a Government reservation, set aside by procla- 
mation of President Grant in December, 1875, as a fishery reserve, and covers an 
area of between 250 and 300 acres. The original cost of the station, including mate- 
rials and supplies, etc., was $12,000. It was rebuilt in 1^1, at a cost of $15,000, 
having been destroyed by a heavy freshet. 

Fish hatchery, Texas, — The appropriations made for this purpose have been: 

Actof Augusts, 1892 $10,000 

Act of March 3, 1893 : 5,000 

Act of August 18, 1894 8,300 

Total 23,300 

Of this amount $2,697.56 remains on hand at present. The balance was expended 
as follows : 

Travel $1,298.4^ 

Purchase of land and recording deed 4, 503. 50 

Services of engineers (surveying and inspecting) 1, 401 . 50 

Artesian well 9,831.61 

Temporary sheds 102.54 

Improvement of grounds 1,238.11 

Excavation of ponds 1,701.45 

Equipment 125.05 

Temporary labor 291.60 

Miscellaneous 109.89 

Funds required to complete station with plans approved, $21,000. 
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The following in a detailed estimate of the cost, based npon an examination of the 
groands by the engineer : 

Excavation : 

5 ponds, 7,000 each, 4 feet deep, equal 52,000 cubic yards, at 25 

cents $1,300.00 

Terracing same, 2,000 cubic yards, at 25 cen ts 500. 00 

3 ponds, 10,000 each, 8 feet deep, 9,000 cubic yards, at 25 cents . 2, 250. 00 

Terracing same, 2,000 cubic yards, at 25 cents 500. 00 

2 ponds (new), 8,000 each, lOfeetdeep, eqnal6,000 cubic yards, 

at 25 cents 1,500.00 

Terracing same, 1,000 cubic yards, at 25 cents 1^50. 00 

Artesian- well reservoir 250. 00 

Intermediate reservoir and shipping tanks 200. 00 

Pipe lines and drains « 500.00 

$7,250.00 

Terra-cotta pipes : 

250 feet or 12-inch pipe, at 40 cents, delivered 100. 00 

500 feet of 8-inch pipe, at 30 cents, delivered 150. 00 

800 feet of 6-inch pipe, at 25 cento, delivered : 200. 00 

450.00 

Masonry: 

Artesian-well reservoir 300.00 

Intermediate reservoir and shipping tanks 300. 00 

Protecting wall on sprint; broox 75.00 

Laying pipes and drains in cement 155. 00 

830.00 

Miscellaneous : 

Lumber for gates, screens, overflows, walks, etc , for reser- 
voirs and ponds, including 3 small bridges 200. 00 

Gravelinff ponds, walks, etc 625.00 

Paving slopes of ponds, trimming and sodding 500. 00 

4,000 linear feet roadways, making and graveling 400. 00 

3,000 linear feet walks, making and graveling 200. 00 

40 shade trees, planted 100.00 

Galvanized iron water pipe and fittings, for domestic use aud 

irrigation 400.00 

Planting Bermuda grass 150.00 

2,585.00 

Buildings : 

Siiperln ten dent's residence and outbuilding 3, 200. 00 

Office and workshop and shed 2,000.00 

Windmill, complete with tank 350.00 

1,850 feet fencin;;, including labor, at 50 cents 925. 00 

2,850 feet fencing, including labor, at 25 cents 712. 50 

7,187.00 

For superintendence, travel, etc 1, 000. 00 

19,292.50 
Contingencies, 10 per cent 1,929.25* 

Total 21,221.75' 

lu establishing a fish-cultural station for the Gulf States it was desired, if prac- 
ticable, to secure a site where there existed facilities for work with salt water as- 
well as fresh water species ; also for the development, propagation, and rearing of 
the oyster. 

The following pointo were visited in the fall of 1891: Galveston, Corpus Christ!^ 
Houston, Palestine, San Antonio, New Braunfels^ San Marcos, Austin, and Fort 
Worth. It was found, however, that the coast afforded no satisfactory conditiona 
for the establishment of the composite station desired. Of the sites examined for 
the propagation of fresh- water species of fishes the most desirable was found to b» 
that of San Marcos, situated at the head of the San Marcos River, a tributary to th» 
Guadaloupe. Water plants were found in abundance in the river and such species 
of fishes as the large-mouth black bass, snnfish, and various species of cyprinoids* 
A short way below tne spring there is a tract of land of 25 acres which was thought 
suitable for the establishment of a station. 

In 18!*3 the late Commissioner decided upon the location of San Marcos as the site 
for the establishment of the station, and the property referred to above was pur- 
chased for the sum of $4,500 from Judge W. D. Wood. A contract was also entered 
into with E. J. L. Green and the San Marcos Water Company fot certain water 
rights, with a view of obtaining water by gravity. 
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In 1894 tbe dam constraoted for the proearemanC of water by gravity not having 
proven satisfactory, arrangements were made for the sinking of an artesian well for 
this purpose. 

The foregoing statement shows in detail the expenses incurred in connection with 
the establishment of the station at this point and the amount of money necessary 
for its completion. For the restocking of streams in the South Atlantic and Gulf 
States, aud the introduction of new fishes, the Commission has no statiotit except 
Wytheville, Va., and Neosho, Mo. Both of these stations, in adilition to supplying 
this section, are drawn upon largely for supplying applicants in the States adjacent 
to the States in which they are situated. 

Fi$h hatchericB, repairs, — For repairs and constructions re<^uiredat the fish-onltural 
stations at Put in liay, Ohio ; Duluth, Minn. ; Green Lake, Maine ; Craig Brook, Maine ; 
and Neosho, Mo., $8,450. 

Put-in Bay, Ohio: This station is located on Put-in Bay Island, Ohio, and was 
•established in 1^90, for the purpose of propagating whiteHsh and other species 
indigenous to the waters of Lake Erie. It is the most Important hatcli(*rj on the 
Great Lakes. The appropriation reouested in the present bill is for the extension of 
the wharf (constructed in 18M)) and tor deepening tne channel approHching it. This 
is necessary from the fact that the water in Lnke Erie has fallen so much dirring 
the past year that the station launch can not reach the wharf without being dragged 
for a considerable distance throni^h the mud. The expense of extending the wharf 
and deepening the channel is- estimated at $1,500; $240 additional is needed fo,r the 
•construction of a storage shed for the storiog of paints, oils, etc. ; total, $1,740. 

Duluth, Minn. : Repairs to water flume, filling in of swump back of hatchery, and 
^neral improvements to grounds, $1,000. 

Green Lake, Maine: This station was commenced in 1891 and completed in 1893. 
It was established chiefly for the propagation of trout aud landlocked salmon. Xt 
is located in the hills bordering ou the east side of Green Lake, or Reeds Pond, dis- 
tant about 4 miles f\rom the nearest railroad station of the same name, and ecmnected 
therewith by a tolerably good wagon road. The area of laud owned by the Fish 
Commission is about 820 acres. Besides this the Commission owns flUnecessary 
water privileges both above and below its land. The water supply for the station 
is furnished by the waters of Great Brook, which connects Rocky Pond and Mount- 
ainy Pond above that with Green Lake. There is a crib dam, erected by tjie Com- 
mission in 1891, at the foot of Kooky Pond, from where a box flume 18 by 26 inches, 
inside measurement, conveys the water to the hatchery gr«»unds, distant 1.8 miles. 
The supply of water amounts to about 2,000 gallons per minute, of a temperature 
varying with the temperature of the seasons, i h«»re are two storage teservoirs, in 
area about 60,000 square feet, into which the box flume empties. The buildings g/ 
the station consist of a hatchery, an ice house, a stable, a superintendent's cottage, 
a foreman's house, and minor outbuildings. The ponds originally constmoted are 
inadequate, and the water supply from Great Brook becomes so warm In summer that 
it is deemed advisable to construct additional ponds and arrange for an additional 
supply of spring; water. The flume, which has been in use since 1891, needs repair. 
It is estimated that the cost of the additional ponds, spring water, and repairs to 
flumes will be $3,S00. 

Craig Brook, Maine: This station became the property of the United States Fish 
Commission In 1888, aud is devoted chiefly to the rearing of Atlantic salmon, brook 
trout, and landlocked salmon, tliough experiments are conducted in the rearing of 
Tain bow trout. Loch I^even, Swiss Lake, and Scoteh sea troute and saibliug. The 
Commission controls about 135 acres of land, and the improvements embrace the fol- 
lowing buildings: Superintendent's residence, hatchery, fly house, two ice houses, 
retarding pit, little nit, ofiice, barrack^, stable, carriage house, cottage, barn, wood- 
shed, fly lodge, winter shed, 2 horse sneds, 3 store sheds; also 24 ponds. For th^ 
•construct ion of 3 ponds of sufficient depth and size for the rearing of aduU salmoxi 
and for the construction of a pasture fence surrounding the property an appropriar 
tion is asked of $1,200. 

' Xeosho, Mo. : This station is located in the citv of Keosho, on 12 acres of land 
^donated to the Government by the city, and gets Its supply of water from a spring 
•on the land donated. It was established in 1888 for tne purpose of stock iug the 
waters of Missouri, Kansas, New Mexico, Arizona, Louisiana, and Tennessee with 
species of food-fishes adapted to the natural conditions afforded by the waters of 
tnose States. It has been drawn upon very largely for stocking t^e waters of oilier 
adjacent States and the States t)ondering on the GuVf. There are at the staMon 13 
jponds, having an area of 140,000 square feet, which are devoA^d to breeding and 
Tearing trout, tench, black and rock bass, and crappie, beaides 6 pools u#ed f^ 
rearing trout in the summer and storage in winter^ A small frame h'atcherjr, super- 
intendent's residence, and a small ice bouse aud workshop combined constitute tb^ 
ibuildings. The demand for trout baa Inopeased so laz^el^ in liie last few vears thAt 
additional ponds are needed, to be ponstmated at an e8timai«d cost of $800; aJso oo^ 
outbuilding at $200; total, $1,000. 
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U^iTKD States ComtiSBioK of Fish akd Fishsriks, 

OPPICB of the COMMIBSIONfiR, 

Washington y JpHl 15, 189€» 

t)S!Aft StR : I have the honor to submit to yon a statement in relation to the inclosed 
amendment to House bill 7664. 

The amendment covers a plan for the systematic stocking of nearly all of the 
available streamH on the Paciflc and Atlantic coasts with indigenous food-fishes. A* 
the farmer realizes the necessity of replenishing his stock every year^ in like manner 
the same prudent forethought is required in regard to the occupants of each stream. 

The plan contemplates a central hatchery and the grouping about it, on the various 
streams and their tributafies, of auxiliary hatcheries at a cost of $1,225 each, extend- 
ing from Maine, on the Atlantic Coast, to and including the Gulf of Mexico ; and on 
the Pacific Coast from Puget Sound to Monterey Bay. 

It will be necessary to employ these auxiliary hatcheries only during the spawn- 
ing season for two or three months, renniling little outlay for expense. The egga 
will be taken at these stations, the fisn hatched, and the fry deposited in waters 
idiaeant to their natural spawning beds. 

The probable rivers on the Atlantic Coast on which auxiliarv hatcheries would be 
established are the Kennebec or Penobscot, the Connecticut, the Hudson, the James, 
the York, the Rappahannock, the Chowan or Albemarle Sound, the Neuse, the Cape 
Fear, the Waccamaw, the Edisto, the Ogeechee, and the St. Johns. 

On the Pacific Coast, the Columbia River, commencing at Colville, in Washington, 
And its tributaries ; the Klamath and its tributaries, the Eel, the Mad, the Russian, 
the Sacramento, and the Carmel rivers. 
Very respectfully, 

J. J. Bbicb, CommUHoner. 

tton. J. G. CaKnon, 

Chairmdn Committee on AppropriaHonSf Bouee of Representatives. 



AM BKDMXXT tuteoded to be t>h>po««d by Mr. PerklM to the bill (H. B. 7664) making approprta* 
tione for etuidry oiril expenaes of the OoTemment for the flsoal year ending Jane thirtieth, eighteen 
han<lred and ninety -eeyen, aad for other purpoeee, rir : Insert the followi^: 

Tot the establishment And maintenance of fish-cnltnral stations and auxiliary 
Stations in the States of California, Oregon, Washington, and Plorida, at points to 
be selected by the Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries, for the propagation of salmon 
and other fishes, thirty-five thousand dollars. - 

For the establishment of auxiliary stations for the propagation of shad and other 
fishes on the Atlantic Coast, at points to be selected by the Commissioner of Fish 
And Fisheries, twenty thousand dollars. 



MOKDAT, April IS, 1896, 
mrnaasfAis bxyxnus* 

8TATBMXII9T OF MR. O. W. WILSON, D EPUT Y COMMISSIONER OF 
INTERNAL 1IBVBN0B. 

The Crairmax. Tonchtntf this item of $100,000 for salaries, yon have had $1,710,000, 
and yon now snbmit $100,0%. Tell us, as briefly ae yon can, the necessity for that. 

Mr. Wilson. It arises n-om the same condition of the previous year. The reason 
we need the difference between $75,000 and the $100,000 asked for is because of the 
number of fruit-brandy distilleries which have been established during the past 
year. It is the largest number we have ever had in the United States. 

The Chairman, whereabouts? 

Mr. Wilson. Largely in the Sixth district of Virginia; but the conditions have 
existed largely all over the country because the frnit crop has been very great. 

The Chairman. What has been expended np to the 1st of March f 

Mr. Wilson. We had exhausted one-half of the appropriation up to the 1st of 
January, and exceeded it $49,600. 

The Chairman. Has that fallen off or kept np; have you noticed any loss since 
the 1st of January f 

Mr. Wilson. Our accounts are not in. Onr balance sheet shows about the same 
condition of things. 

The Chairman. Probably yon can get along now reasonably well without any 
moref 
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Mr. Wilson. I think we will have a defioienojr if yoa limit that. That ezpendi- 
tnre can not be reduced with the present condition of things. I know that to be a 
fact. 

The Chairman. Yon have another item of $700 for bringing to trial and punish- 
ment persons violating internal-revenue laws. 

Mr. Wilson. That is a deficiency in what is called the fraud fund. 

The Chairman. That is for 1895. Has the deficiency been actually incurred f 
How do you happen to run overf 

Mr. Wilson. It is Just one of those cases in counting up a year's work. We had 
bills outstanding for $700. 

The Chairman. I wanted to see if we could not get rid of this, because it is some- 
what of a red fiae to an enraged bull. 

Mr. Wilson. We have tried to avoid it, but we will simply have to quit work if 
you cut that oif. 

STATE department. 

8TATBMBNT OF MR. EDWARD L. RBNICB; CHIBF CLERK, STATE 
DEPARTMENT. AND MR. WARREN E. FAIBON, SOLICITOR OF 
THE DEPARTMENT. 

The Chairman. You have had $5,000 for 1893 to 1896, inclusive, each year, for 
stationery, furniture and fixtures, and purchase of paper for passports. Have vou 
had a deficiency in anv one of those years f State what was unexpended on the first 
half of the year, or, if you have it, to the Ist of March, either or both. 

Mr. Renick. The principal item, I think, is carpets, which need changing. We 
have bad them a great many years, and they are woin-out all through the building. 

The Chairman. Do you recollect how much of this $5,000 was expended up to the 
1st of March f 

Mr. Renick. It is in the document. We have a balance of less than $400. 

The Chairman. Do you pay for typewriters from this itemf 

Mr. Renick. No: we buy the machines. Previously we paid for this out of the 
oontingeut fund; out the Treasury Department has decided that we can not use it. 

The Chairman. That was all exhausted on the Ist of March, except about $400f 

Mr. Renick. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. If you do not get this, of course, you will have to live on about 
$400 for the other four months for stationery and furniture. You probably have 
enough furniture to do youf 

Mr. Renick. We consider that $40Q is necessary for that purpose j but we could 
manaf^e in some way, I suppose, by repairs to the furniture; but the introduction of 
oases IS absolutely necessary. 

The Chairman. The next item is Nicaragua Canal, page 2. You submit an item 
for the Nicaragua Commission for additional allowance as compensation to meet a 
deficiency. What do you mean by ''to meet a deficiency f '' How did the deficiency 
occur? 

Mr. Renick. That was in the urgency deficiency estimates also and I thought that 
was explained at the time of the hearing on that bill. It must have been explained 
at the time and takeu down in the notes. 

The Chairman. Tlieru does not seem to have been any explanation. 

The Clekk. None whatever. 

Mr. Savers. These items ought to be segregated. 

The Chairman. Wiiat we want to know is how much has been paid for the com- 
pensation of these commissioners from this appropriation and how much additional 
for compensation is to be paid; in other words, without going into it too fully, we 
want to know what you have done and what you propose to do, in detail f 

Mr. Sayers. I would like to be informed as to whether or not this Commission 
had Government transportation to Nicaragua and back? 

The Chairman. You can write us and give it to us as promptly as you can. 

Mr. liENiCK. I will do it this morning. 

The Chairman. There have been submitted by the State Department to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and the chairman of that committee hiis submitted to us. 
various items to pay British and Italian subjects and others for injuries committed 
by our citizens, as alleged. How fully we want to go into that I do not know. 

Mr. Renick. I will introduce Mr. Kaison, Solicitor of the Department. 

The Chairman. The first items are those of Bain and Dawson. Mr. Hitt has 
referred them to this committee, because, I suppose, they were referred to his 
committee. 

Mr. Faison. They are separate cases. The Dawson case, as I remember, was where 
a man and bis family had been assaulted by some lawless people when they were 
traveling through Nebraska, and they have no means of obtaining redress. I esti- 
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mate that item ought to be ahont $1,800. That would reimburae them for the prop- 
erty lost, amounting to $300 or $400. They b a ffered bodily i nj nr iea . There is no doubt 
about their snfTering i^jnries by being assaulted by a gang of drunken men. Their 
goods were scattered. I would not suy the men took them for their own purposes, 
but they threw them away. The governor of Nebraska had the case investigated, 
and the evidence we are going on was furnished by him. 

The Chairman. Possibly I am prejudiced by reason of my understanding of the 
case. 

Mr. Faison. They asked large damages. I think they were people of small means 
beforehand, and I thought $1,800 would reimburse them. 

Mr. Sayers. Did yon institute an investigation in this case to discover the motives 
for this assault f 

Mr. Faison. It was done by a crowd of people who were accustomed to go around 
committing depredations. The men had been drinking and they drove by where the 
Dawson people were. They hallooed to the Dawsons, and the Dawsons gave some 
answer, when they jumped down and attacked the Dawson party. They scattered 
their goods around and cut the top off the wagon, cut the harness and let the horses 
loose, and they also dragged the women hj the hair and made improper proposals to 
them. The papers were full of it at the time. 

Mr. SAYBR9. You say the governor of Nebraska reported upon thatf 

Mr. Faison. He sent the prosecuting attorneys of two counties and they made an 
investigation. 

The Chairman. You are satisfied that these were proper persons, and that the 
damages were great f 

Mr. Faison. I think so. 

Mr. Sayers. What about the case of Bain f 

Mr. Faison. He was a purser on an English steamer loading at New Orleans, and 
dnring the riots between the white and colored longshoremen an English vessel had 
employed some colored cotton-screw men and they were attacked by some white 
strikers. Mr. Bain was superintending the loading. He was shot twice, and has 
been unable to get redress. We estimated that a thousand dollars would pay his 
doctor's bills and allow him for his time. 

The Chairman. He was standing around when the riot occurred f 

Mr. Faison. l^e was the object of the attack, because he was superintending the 
loading by these colored longshoremen. 

Mr. Saykrs. He was not there as a mere spectator? 

Mr. Faison. No; he was there in pursuance of his business. 

The Chairman. In case of the other people, do you think the amount is sufficient? 

Mr. Faison. It is $500 each for a man, wife, and daughter. They claim to have 
been injured and to have been broken up in their trip, and all that sort of thing. 
This is a matter of conjecture. 

Tlie Chairman. What would make them wholef 

Mr. Faison They claim their property was worth $700 or $800. I think $300 
would reimburse them for their actual loss of property. 

The Chairman. Did they have any doctors' bill to pay f 

Mr. Faison. The doctors did .not charge them anything They claim to have suf- 
fered permanent personal injuries. You have before you the correspondence. The 
daughter is said to have been afflicted with epilepsy ever since. 

The Chairman. Then it ought to be $18,000. You say $300 would cover the actual 
loss of property? 

Mr. Faison. Yes, sir. They are detaine<l there yet, and they are absolutely in 
destitute circumstances, and can not get awa^ from where they are, in Nebraska. 

The Chairman. I wish you would send the items in detail —so much for the Daw- 
son family and so much for Bain — the amount you think ought to be written in. 

Mr. Faison. Very well. 

The Chairman. I think Mr. Hitt told me that about $2,000 was what was wanted 
in the case of the Italian subjects. 

Mr. Faison. I am not familiar with that case. That is the Colorado and Walson- 
buru: riots. Five thousand dollars has been asked, according to the correspondence. 

The Chairman. Has not the Secretary or the President heretofore been using, or 
had authority to use, an emergency fund for that purpose? 

Mr. Faison. In one instance it was used. That was the time where the Italians 
were shot in the New Orleans jail. Twenty-five thousand dollars was paid out of 
the emergency fund by Mr. Blaine. 

Mr. Rbnick. We afterwards asked Congress for reimbursement. 

Mr. Faison. It has never been used but one time so far as I know. In the case of 
Bain, there is a treaty that foreign shipping shall be protected. In the Dawson case 
the evidence is furnished by the governor of Nebraska and it contains some three or 
four hundred pages of questions and answers. 

The Chairman. Another item is to pay W. H. Graef &, Co. for certain goods stolen 
by 'one Dickinson, a custom-house official, in 1884. What became of Dickinson f 
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Mr. Rkkick. Is that in our estimateaf I know Dothiofc about that. 
The Chairman. It oame from the Secretary of State to Mr. Hitt, and he referred it 
to us. It seems that some years ago an employee stole some silk goods from Graef 
&, Co., they being foreigners. 

Mr. Rkniok. I do not know anything about that. 

The Chairman. Suppose you write a letter covering that case, stating what 
became of Dickinson, and whether he is still in the Government employ, whether he 
was prosecuted to conviction, and also whether or not he was a bonded official f 

Mr. Rknick. You will have to learn that from the Treasury Department. 

The Chairman. The next item is on page 4, Watt & Milchell. Are eoromeroial 
•gents bonded? 

Mr. Renick. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Now, you submit items to reimburse Watt &, Mitchell, of New 
South Wales, for losses sustained tbrough certain drafts illeffally drawn upon the 
Secretary of State and Treasury by one Baggs, a commercial agent of New South 
Wales, aggregating $2,170.62, probably in 1893. Is Baggs an American citizen, or 
is he employed out there? 

Mr. Renicr. He is an American citizen, and he is considered as having violated 
the criminal Jaw of Great Britain, and offered to go back and stand trial if the bank- 
ers would pay his expenses. I understand that nothing has been done. 

The Chairman. Where is he now? 

Mr. Renick. He is in this country, but I do not know where. 

The Chairman. Has any action been brought upon his bond? 

Mr. RsNicK. No, sir. 

The Chairman. Is the bond good? 

Mr. Rrnick. I suppose so. 

The Chairman. Then why have not steps been taken to realize on the bond? 

Mr. Rbnick. I do not think we could recover anything now on a draft which they 
proved we ought to have paid. 

The Chairman. But we did not pay it. 

Mr. RiBNiCK. No. We did not pay it; but if yon apnropriate this it will be paid. 
We could not recover as long as we are not hurt. We want to make up to these 
people whom he defrauded. 

The Chairman. He drew a draft which on the face of the whole transaction was 
perfectlv proper; but he drew one which he was not authorized to draw, and con* 
verted the money to his own use? 

Mr. Renick. He was authorized to draw the draft; but in that particular case it 
was fraudulent. He said that he had thirty seamen to take oare of, whereas he had 
onlv two. He got the cash, and skipped to this country. 

Tne Chairman. He is not liable to the criminal law in this country? 

Mr. Renick. -I asked the authorities about that, and they said that he was liable 
to the English criminal law. 

The Chairman. When an American citizen is in the performance of duty in a 
foreign port is he not in the same position as if he were in American territory? 

Mr. Renick. Not in the case of a consular officer. He is liable just like anyone else. 

Mr. Saybrs. One of these drafts was drawn in January, 1893, and another in 
Ai>ril, 1898. Has this matter ever been brought to the attention of Congress before 
this session? 

Mr. Renick. I think not. They have been trying to get us to pay it, and we can 
not. This has been done in two other cases. 

The Chairman. I do not think it will be done in this case, unless you run down 
this man Baggs. 

Mr. Renick. It was done in the Belford case. 

The Chairman. Did this man resign? 

Mr. Renick. He left. 

The Chairman. He is out of the public service? 

Mr. Renick. He left his post at night. 

The Chairman. I wish yon would inform us by letter where Baggs is, if you can 
find out, and what steps, if any, have been taken to reoover this money from Baggs 
or his sureties; whether his bond is good, and whether action would he; if not oy 
the United States against this man, then whether it would lie against these parties. 
I do not know that it would, but I would like to know what is proposed to be done 
with Baggs. I would rather give $100,000 and get him. 

Mr. Renick. The only thing is, whether we should not make the debt good to 
these men, and then sue. 

Mr. NoRTHWAT. As a commercial agent, had he the authority to draw drafts like 
the ones illegally drawn? 

Mr. Renick. Yes, sir. 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. Then wherein were these drafts illegally drawn? 

Mr. Renick. Because he had nothing to his credit. He drew on the Treasury for 
moneys which he did not have. 
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The Chajhman. He drew draftit which were paid. The parties who paid them 
supposed they were ^oodf 

Mr. Renick. Yes, sir. No donbt they had cashed many others. 

The Chairman. There is no fand out of which that can be reimbarsed. 

Mr. Renick. No, sir. This matter of the drafts happens all over the world. If 
we refuse pavment the system would give us a great deal of trouble, and it would 
be an expensiye thing. 

The Chairman. On page 5 there is an item for the Pan-American Medical Ovn- 
gress. That appropriation seems to have been $15,000. How much of it is unex- 
pended f 

Mr. Renick. One thousand two hundred dollars is unexpended. I so understand 
ffrom the members of the congress. 

The Chairman. You ask $5,000 additional for printini;. What was unexpended 
up to the 1st of March of your regular appropriatum of $18,000 f 

Mr. Renick. I have not the figures, but I made inquiry and found that they had 
very little; not more than a thousand dollars. 

The Chairman. This is for $5,000, and you had $18,000. Is there anything farther 
that you want to say about itf 

Mr. Renick. Notbiuff, except that we practice economy in that. There are a great 
man;^ circulars which nave been sent out to ministers, oonsuls, and others, and we 
require a good deal of binding to be done, not only for the records, but for f6reign 
publications on international law, which almost always come in paper covers. 

Department of State. 

Washingtan, April IS, 1896. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of my letter addressed to you 
on Jaknuary 15 last, in regard to the submitted appropriation of $6,176 on account 
of the Nicaraguan Canal Commission. It is thougnt that this letter will give the 
committee the information it desires. 

It may be added that the Commission was furnished transportation on the U. S. S. 
Montgomery, placed at its disposal by the Secretary of the Navy. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Richard Olnet. 
Hon. Joseph Q. Cannon, 

Chainnan Committee on Appropriations, House of Bepreeentativee* 



Department of State, 

Waehington, January 16, 2S96. 

Sir: In connection with the appearance of Mr. Cridler of this Department before 
the subcommittee on deficiencies, on the evening of the 13th instant, to explain cer- 
tain estimates included in House Document No. 128, Fifty-fourth Congress, first ses- 
sion, I have the honor t<o make the following statement touching the item asking an 
appropriation of $6,176, to enable the Secretary of State to pay an additional allow- 
anoe as compensation to the members of the Nicaraguan Canal Commission, appointed 
under the act of March 2, 1895, as well as to meet a deficiency in the sum heretofore 
appropriated for the purposes of the Commission, viz: $20,000. (See Rev. Stat., p. 
948, vol. 28.) 

It appears that the subcommittee desired to learn the amount required as additional 
compensation and that to meet an actual deficiency. 

The sum of $4,097 is the amount by which the appropriation was found insuffi- 
cient to make the authorized compensation to the canal ooard. The sum of $2,079 
was added to that amount, making the aggregate of the submitted estimates, viz., 
$6,176, in order that each Commissioner might receive an additional allowance of fH 
per diem for a period of ninety-nine days. 

I may further observe that the board allowed itself for subsistence and main- 
tenance the sum of $3 per day only, as representing the actual individual expenses 
incurred while so engap^ed. I am confiaent it wiU appear to ^our committee that 
that amount was quite madeijuate to cover all the expenses incident to the members 
of the board while engaged in New York and removed from their regular stations 
and residences, but the least possible amount was charged to that account, in view 
of the fact that, owing to the limited amount of the original appropriation, a defi- 
ciency was, in any case, inevitable, and neither the Department nor the board had 
any wish to make this larger than could be avoided. 

Under these circumstances I believe that the additional allowance will more 
nearly compensate the board for individual outlay incurred in connection with its 
investigation and the rendering of its report. I therefore urge that the item as 
submitled be granted. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, Richard Olnet. 

Hon. Joseph G. Cannon, 

Chairman Committee on Appropriationtf House of Bepresentatives. 

DBF 2 
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Department of State, 
WaMngton, April IS, 1896, 
Sir: I have the honor to inclose for yonr information a copy of a letter addressed 
to the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Aiiairs on the 30th ultimo, showing 
the amounts estimated for on acconnt of personal injury and loss of property in the 
oases of Frederick B. Dawson and James Bain, British subjects. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Richard Olney. 
Hon. Joseph G. Cannon, 

Chairman of the Committee on Appropriaiion8f Hoitae of Bepresentatives. 



Department of State, 
jrashington, March 30, 1896, 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th instant 
relative to the cases of Frederick B. Dawson and James Bain, British subjects, and 
asking me to name the amounts whicli I would recommend as reas<mahle gratuities 
to be granted by Congress in each of those cases. 

In reply, I beg to inclose the Solicitor's recommendations together with a memo- 
randa snowing the grounds upon which the Solicitor proceeds. It seems to me that 
he hate not erred on the side of extravagance or overweening generosity. 
Respectfully, yours, 

Richard Olnby. 
Hon. R. R. Hitt, 

Chairman Committee on Foreign Affaire, House of Bepresentatives. 

[Meraorandoin for the Secretary.] 
BAIN AND DAWSON CLAIMS. 

Foreign Affairs Committee of the House desires to know what amount the Secre- 
tary of State recommends as a gratuity iu each of the above claims. 

The Bain claim, — Bain was shot twice, lost probably two or three months' time, and 
incurred some ex]>ensn for medical treatment. I suggested, orally, some time ago that 
$l,OrO wouM probably cover his entire direct pecuniary loss growing out of the 
injury suffered. The British Qoverument has requested $2,500 as a gratuity. 

The Dawson o/aiw. — Then* are three Dawson claimants: Frederick B., the head of 
the family; Mary, bin wife, and Muriel, his daughter. Frederick Dawson asks in 
his memorial for $-*6,000 to cover loss of property and to indemnify himself for 
personal injury. His wife, Mary Dawson, claims $10,000 as indemnity for personal 
Injury. His daughter, Muriel, claims a like sum a^ iudemnity for personal injury. 

The Dawson property consisted of a light two-horse wagon with two horses and a 
camping outfit which they carried in the wagon. The total value is stated by Daw- 
son to bo $700 or $800. The wagon was not injured, neitUer were the horses lost; 
the wagon cover, harness, camp outtit, and clothing of the family were carried away, 
destroyed, or iuj ured. Three hundred dollars would, in my judgment, replace all that 
they lost in the way of property. 

In respect to the personal injuries suffered by these claimants, none of them were 
at the time regarded as permanent injuries; and we have no proof other than the 
statements of the claimants themselves that they have been in any way in<*.apaci- 
tated by reason of the injuries received July 31, 1894, for performing the ordinary 
duties of life. We have been recently informed by the British ambassador that the 
daughter Muriel (married soon after the assault) now has epileptic fits. It is diffi- 
cult to connect her present sufferings with the original assault, which is described 
as hauling her arqund by the hair and was more of an indignity and fright than an 
infliction of bodily harm. Mrs. Dawson was thrown down and stamped upon, but 
not, from the reports we have, dangerously or permanently hurt. 

I therefore recommend that the apx)ropriation for the Dawsons should comprise — 

For loss of property $300 

For loss to Frederick B. Dawson 50O 

For injury to Mary Dawson 500 

For injury to Muriel Dawson 500 

Total 1,800 

It is not practicable to discriminate among the Dawson claimants in respect of 
the extent and seriousness of theiripjnriesandof the amount of indemnity deserved. 
It all goes to one family. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Walter E. Faison, Solicit<fr. 
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Dkpartmbnt of State, 

Washington^ JpHl 14, 1896, 
Sir : In compliance with yoar reauest I haye the honor to inform you that George 
T. BaggB was nppointed commercial agent of the United States at Newcastle, New 
South Wales, March 20, 1890. He is a law3'er hv profession and resided at 31 Mount 
Vernon Piace, Baltimore, Md., at the time of his appointment. He was indorsed 
hy several prominent men of Maryland, among whom were Gen. Felix Agnns, Rep- 
resentatives Stockbridge, McComas, and Mndd, and W. W. Johnson, the postmaster 
at Baltimore. His present address is not known here. 

As the drafts in question were not paid by the United States they can not sue on 
the bond of Mr. tSaggs, and it is not seen that there is any ground on which suit 
could be brought against the sureties for the beneiit of the bankers. 

I inclose a form of bond, such as was executed by Mr. Baggs, which will make thia 
point clear to you. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Richard Olnky. 
Hon. JosRPH G. Cannon, 

Houae of RepresentativeB, 



ALASKA. 



STATEMIINT OF MR. QtBORQtB W. MAHER, ASSISTANT CHIEF. 

SPECIAL AGENT. 

The Chairman. For 1895 your appropriation was $19,500 for the support of the 
native inhabitants in Alaska. This year you submit $2,017.67 deficiency. Is this 
really a deficiency? 

Mr. Maher. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. When was it madef 

Mr. Maher. The last bill required a reimbursement of the Greek Church for some 
moneys paid to the agent in supporting the native inhabitants. 

Tho Chairman. That was for 1895. If these people were starving, they starved 
then. To whom is this owing? 

Mr. Mahku. To the North American Commercial Company, which has a store on 
the island. 

The Chairman. Are they not bound under their contract to furnish this? 

Mr. Maher. They are to furnish a certain amount of fuel, but none beyond that. 

The Chairman. They furnished everything they were bound to furnish under the 
contract? 

Mr. Maher. They did, upon au order of the agent in charge of the islands. There 
are two other items, one about a small deficiency to take care of the salmon fisheries 
of Alaska. 

The Chairman. This is an appropriation for the salary of an agent? 

Mr. Maiikr. Salary and expenses, $4,000. 

The Chairman. Has it always been that? 

Mr. Mahkr. No, sir; it was $5,000 up to three years ago, when the amount was 
made $4,000. 

The Chairman. What is that $211.87? 

Mr. Maher. The appropriation would have been sufficient but for the fact that 
the agent was directed to visit every salmon station and cannery in Alaska. This 
involved an increased expense for traveling. 

The Chairman. What is the salary of this agent? 

Mr. Mahkr. Kigbt dollars a day. 

The Chairman. Whether he works or not? 

Mr. Maher. He works throughout the year. He is required to be there all during 
the season. He pays his own expenses goiog and coming and his expenses while 
there. He is required to pay his maintenance; but his expenses going up and back 
are reimbursed. 

The Chaiuman. And this $211.87 was for the additional traveling he did? 

Mr. Mahkr. Yes, sir; by order of the Denartment. 

The Chairman. The next item is to pay tne North American Commercial Company. 
Under our contract with that company are we to erect watchhouses there? 

Mr. Maher. No, sir. When that subject came up it was represented to the Depart- 
ment that the natives on the rookeries were subjected to the weather, and it was 
thought humane that some shelter should be provided. On the islands the Govern- 
ment has nothing but its buildings. Everything has to be furnished by the com- 
pany, including the lumber with which to put up buildings for shelter. Some 
repairs were made to the house, and it was economical to have it done. 
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The Chairman. You say that under our contract that company was not bound to 
doit. 

Mr. Mahsr. The company was not bound to do it. They did it as an accommoda- 
tion, aa I nnderotand it. 

The Chairman. We wanted to make shelter for a watchman for watching the 
business of the company. Why is it watched f 

Mr. Maher. Watchmen are stationed there to give notice of the approach of any 
Tessel or any attempt to poach on the islands. 

Mr. North WAY. And report to whomf 

Mr. Mahbr To tiie Government agent. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. How long does it take to get notice to the agent f 

Mr. Markr. There is an agent on each island. 

The Chairman. This is the first time such an expenditure has ever been madef 

Mr. Maher. Yes, sir. That expenditure was incurred some years ago. In 189S 
the agent of the company submitted a bill and the supervising special agent of the 
Government told him that it was a small matter to oring to the attention of the 
Government, and he withdrew it; but the new agent did not see why the company 
should be subjected to the expense, and he wrote a letter to the Secretary of the 
Treasury in reference tu the matter, and the result of that is this item. We have 
no appropriation for the agents, except to pay their expenses to and from the islanda 
and their per diem compensation. 

The Chairman. These employees are really for the benefit of the company, I 
suppose? 

Mr. Maher. They are for the benefit of the Government. 

The Chairman. Do the natives act as watchmen? 

Mr. Maher. They have no other means of livelihood than the taking of seals; 
and by the action of the Government in reducing the number of seals to be taken 
these people are left helpless. 

The Chairman. We have just taken care of that in another place. This is to pay 
the company for watchmen. 

Mr. Maher. That is a small item, $228. The men have no other expenses, and 
tlus was simply to protect them from the wind. 

SUPPRESSING counterfeiting AND CRIME. 

STATBMBNT OF MR. W. P. HAZBN, CHIEF OF THB SECRST SERV- 
ICE DIVISION. TREASURT DEPARTMENT. 

The Chairman. You have a deficiency for soppresslng counterfeiting and other 
crimes of $10,000. What is unexpended from that appropriation up to the Ist of 
March? 

Mr. Hazsn. Up to the Ist of March, I have not got it, on account of the fact that 
our accounts are not all made up. The amount unexpended is about $23,000 up to 
the Ist of March. 

The Chairman. Substantially one- third of it? 

Mr. Hazen. We have been rnnning very heavily. 

The Chairman. You had $23,000 unexpended on the 1st of March, at the end of 
eight months, and now you ask $10,000, which, if given, would be at the rate of 
$SS,000 a year, instead of $05,000, if it were spread over the whole year. What ia 
the necessity for that increase? 

Mr. Hazen. My figures up to the 1st of March show that the division fund was 
short $942, and it does not include anything in the way of rewards, which would 
amount at the end of the year to $1,500 or $2,000. We have a number of cases now 
on hand, of which we can not make any estimate at all. 

The Chairman. There has been nothing paid for rewards? 

Mr. Hazen. No, sir; and $942 tu the 1st of March is the shortage of the general 
account. 

The Chairman. That would leave, after paying rewards, $19,442 for the last four 
months. Is there any extraordinary expenditure in the last four months, except that 
one item for rewards, that did not obtain for the first months of the year? 

Mr. Hazen. I have some cases on hand now that I can not make an estimate for at 
all. If you do not give the money we will have to stop, that is all. 

The Chairman. Bat you have got $19,442. 

Mr. Hazen. The average for eight months is $40,666. 

The Chairman. You have expended substantially two-thirds, or a little over? 

Mr. Hazen. Yes, sir; I have held it very close. 

Treasury Department, Secret-Service Division, 

Washington, 1). C, ApHl 14, 1896, 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that I omitted to state to your honorable 
committee yesterday that $4,000 of the appropriation for *' Suppressing counterfeit- 
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ing and other crimes'' is set aside for the ''investigation of claims for reimbarsement 
of expenses incident to the last sickness and bnrial of deceased pensioners, under 
section 4718, Revised Statutes United States/' and is therefore useless to us in the 
suppression of counterfeiting, and in your figures I would be pleased to have you 
deduct this amount and then I think you will see the necessity for the $10,000 
deficiency. 

As your committee probably knows, our work has been very excessive, and from 
ihe present outlook will continue to be so, and I therefore most respectfully uree 
your honorable committee to allow us the $10,000 as recommended by the honorable 
Secretary. 

Respectfully, yours, Wm. P. Hazbn, Ch^f. 

Hon. Joseph G. Caknon, 

OkainMH AppropriaUon$ Commiiie§. 

RKOOINAOa OF IflNOB COINS. 

•TATBMBNT OF MR. E. B. PABKAM, CHZSF OF THB DIVISION OP 
PUBUC MOHB78, TRBASURT DEPARTMBITT. 

The Crairmah. On page 7 you have an item for reooinage, reissue, and trampor- 
taiion of minor coins. 

Mr. Daskam. It is all for transportation. 

The Chairman. That is, to transfer it to the mint at Philadelphia for cleaning and 
reissue f 

Mr. Daskam. It is for transportation only ftt)m the mint. 

The Chairman. It is merely for cleaning f 

Mr. Daskaic. No; there is nothing for cleaning or loss. It is Just transportation 
afler it is recoined. 

The Chairman. Two thousand dollars is the expense of transportation of snch 
reissue, and the Secretary is authorized to recoin all nncurreut minor coins in the 
Treasury. This is legislation. « 

Mr. Daskam. For several years we had to supplement so much of the loss on 
reooinage, but afterwards we found there was no loss on reooinage beoause we coined 
the old issues at a profit, so that the only expense was that for trat.sportation. 
There were two appropriations of $2,000 for loss, and the rest for transportation. 

The Chairman. Then you do not want anything for lossf 

Mr. Daskam. No; only transportation of minor coins. 

Mr. Sayrrs. You asked for $4,000 and got it, and now you want GO per cent more. 

Mr. 1>A8KAM. Last year the appropriation was $4,000, and the demand ceased in 
December. 

Mr. Sayers. You have this vear $4,000. 

Mr. Daskami And spent it all. 

Mr. Saykrs. And now you want $2,000 more? 



Mr. DaskamI Yes; the demand is keeping it up. It stopped in December; but it 
has been good jin January. February, and March. 

Mr. Arnold. How much is the profit on recoinagef 

Mr. Daskam. The old coins hail more copper; so that there is really a profit on 
the present coinage. This recoinage is obsolete coins. 

DISTINCnVB PAPER. 

8TATBMBH7 OF T. T. DORAN, ASSISTANT CHTBF OF LOANS AND 
CURRBNC7 DIVISION, TRRA8UR7 DEPARTMENT. 

The Chairman. On reading Appendix B, Document 324, 1 find that this estimate 
to $36,231, and Is practically to reimburse the appropriation under the Sherman Act 
for paper that was bought under that appropriation) and borrowed to use for United 
States currency and other purposes. 

Mr. DoRAN. Yes, sir; it was used for national bank-currency also. 

The Chairman. This is in fact a mere settlement between different appropriations f 

Mr. DoRAN. It means Just a little more than that. As we h re situated at present, 
we hare but six months' supply of paper, and before we can again contract, that 
amount of paper will be reduced to a three mouths' supply, which is a dangerous limit 
for that purpose, for if anything should happen to the Govemment mill, snch as fire, 
we would be embarrassed. That paper ongnt to age. It ought to be allowed to ntand 
eo as to make it durable. We have been short handed from one year to another in 
the matter of paper. This has merely been an exx>edient to tide us over. 

The Chairman. But you still have authority under the Sherman law to bay all the 
paper you want. 
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Mr. DoRAN. We have authority, except that it is awkward to do it in that way. 

The Chairman. Yon can buy paper, if yon neeil it, under the act of 1890. 

Mr. DOKAN. We would be compelled to do it in that wav. 

The Chairman. The appropriations under the National Bank and the Trensury 
requirements, and under the Sherman Act, have been short; that is, they never have 
given you an amount of paper required for. those purposes. 

Mr. Doran. That is right. 

The Chairman So that you have been compelled to borrow what you got under 
the act of 1890 f 

Mr. Doran. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Now what I want to ask is this — what you want is to reimburse or 
to replace the paper that was borrowed firom the supply bought under the Sherman 
Actf 

Mr. Doran. Yes, sir. In addition to what I said, I would like to get a larger stock 
of paper. 

The Chairman. I understand, when I read the note, the exact situation. Is there 
not some way you can agree to balance accounts f 

Mr. Doran. Of course, if Congress would give permission, we would balance, but 
that would not help us out of the difficulty. We are short handed with paper. It 
is a rare thing to have a year go by and have a decent amount of paper on hand. . 

The Chairman. You have about three months' supply for national-bank notes? 

Mr. Doran. For all purposes we have scarcely enoagh. and we ought to have six 
months' supply in order to permit the paper to cure. We have a great many com- 
plaints from people in the West that the paper is poor. 

The Chairman. If Congress appropriates $36,000 you will get that six months' 
Bupplyf 

Mr. Doran. That is what we want it for. 

Mr. Sayers. For this year yon received $65,.000, which was only $3,494.94 less than 
you asked ; and now yon ask $36,231. 

Mr. Doran. That item was based upon requisitions in advance by the Department. 

Mr. Satkrs. Why did you not make that estimate when, you were making the 
estimates for the next yearf , 

Mr. Doran. It has been made heretofore, but when I came over and made my 
statement I concluded that it would be better to ask an item to clear this thing up. 
It has hung since 1890. 

Mr. Sayers. You want $30,000 more than you asked for. You got $65,000 for this 
year, and now you ask $36,231 more, which would make over $100,000. 

FURNITURE, PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

8TATBMSNT OF MR. J. H. HILLS. 

The Chairman. You ask $20,000. How much of the appropriation of $180,000 had 
you on the 1st of this month f 
Mr. Hills. We have to-day $3,000. 

The Chairman. For what purpose will you use $20,000, if it is allowed? 
Mr. HUls read the following list: 

Estimate for defidenoy appropriation—furfiiture for puhlic huilding$. 



New buildings. 



To be com- 
pleted. 



B»ton Rouge, La ' July, 1890 

Alexandria, La I March, 1896 

Fort Worth, Tex I May, 1896 

Oamden. Ark I March, 1896 

Salina, Kans May, 1896 

Rock Island, 111 June, 1896 

Total 



Anionnt. 



$6,000 
4.000 
5,000 
2.000 
2,000 
2 000 



20,000 



The Chairman. Are those buildings ready for occupancy f 

Mr. Hills. They will be soon. It will take about three months to make the 
contracts. 

The Chairman. What will be the result if you do not get the appropriation f 

Mr. Hills. Then they will not be occupied until September or October, and in the 
meantime the Government will be paying rent. 
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RKPORT UPON EXPLOSIVES. 

STATEMENT OF MR. WEST STBVER. 

The Chairman. Your item is ou page 12: Rei>ort upon explosives. 

Mr. Stbver. It is the balance of au appropriation of $2,470, to enable the Secre- 
tary to investigate, report, and so forth. The original appropriation was made in 
the last Congress, as an amendment to the sundry civil bill, and introduced by Mr. 
Hawley, who was interested in it more than any other Senator. I will be glad to 
answer any qnestions. 

Mr. Savers. Why can not you get this money out of the $4,000 which has been 
appropriated f 

Mr. Stkvbr. The Comptroller decided that^ because you did not put in "available 
until expended," it being an annual appropriation, it could not be allowed. That 
was against the practice of eighteen ditierent Comptrollers, and the present Comp- 
troller has made that decision against everything that I have ever had in that 
connection. 

Mr. Saybrs. This is on account of Bowler reversing decisions of all his prede- 
ceiiMorsf 

Mr. Stever. Yes, sir. 

LOUIS c. rabgbnbr. 

The Chairman. Beginning on page 13 is an item for the payment of the Judgment 
to Louis C. Raegener. 

Mr. Saunders (of the Bureau of Navigation, Treasury). That is an old case which 
arose in 1892, in which a suit was brought and judgment was rendered for $1,600, and 
costs of $96. It went to the circuit court of appeals and the judgment was affirmed. 
Hiat is the reason why the Secretary makes that item. 

REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE. 

STATEMENT OF CAPT. C. F. SHOEMAKER, CHIEF OF THE REVENITE- 

CITTTER SERVICE. 

The Chairman. What about this Norfolk and Western Railroad casef 

Captain Shoemaker. That is the case of the revenue cutter Hamilton for damages. 

The Chairman. Let us have an explanation of that. 

Captain Shoemaker. She went into collision with a canal boat at Norfolk. After 
inyestigation it was decided that the officers of the vessel were at fault. 

Mr. Sayers. Did you have a board appointed to inquire into itf 

Captain Shoemaker. We have the report of the officers. 

Mr. Sayers. Are yon not in the habit of appointing a board in such eases? 

Captain Shoemaker. It has not been the custom here. There hus been a recent 
order made by me to do that. 

Mr. NoRTUWAY. How did you determine the amount of damages — take the state- 
ments of the officers? 

Captain Shoemaker. Yes, sir; and an examination of the vessel. 

Mr. Sayers. When a naval vessel collides with a merchant vessel, and any injury 
is done, a board is appointed by the Secretary of the Navy? 

Captain Shoemaker. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sayers. Is there any law requiring you to do that in case of collision with 
a vessel ? 

Captain Shoemaker. It is under the regulation of the Treasurv Department. 

Mr. Sayers. Is there no regulation requiring you to appoint a boara? 

Captain Shoemaker. The commanding officer does it. 

Mr. Sayers. Did he? 

Captain Shoemaker. I understood you to ask me if we ordered it. We did not. 

Mr. Sayers. Did that report show that the Government officers were at fault? 

Captain Shoemaker. Yes; that it was au unavoidable collision. 

Mr. North way. It was accidental? 

Captain Shoemaker. Purely so. 

Mr. North WAY. Is there no responsibility in such cases? 

Captain Shoemaker. We never place responsibility for a small thing of that kind. 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. And was the Government vessel responsible? 

Captain Shoemaker. Well, the Government vessel was responsible. 

Mr. Northway. In other words, it was negligence on the part of the Government 
officers? 
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Captaiu Shoeicakkr. No; tbey did everything they oould, but they coald not 
avoia it. I do not consider the officers were negligent in that case. 

Mr. North WAY. If your officers were not negligent, and that accident was una- 
voidable, why should the Government be held responsible f 

Captain Suobmakbr. Because damage wns done. 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. If it was unavoiduble then each had the right to be there. 

Mr. Sayvrs. I want you to send up the report of those officers. 

Captain Shoemaker. There is another case of thiii kind— the ease of the fVMh- 
inaton. 

Mr. Saybrs. How about that case? 

Captain Shoemaker. It is about the same thing. 

Mr. Sayers. The officers were not negli;reutf 

Captain Shoemaker. No; they did all they could do, as they always do; but 
accidents sometimes are unavoidable and can not be helped. One of our veesels Tan 
into the San Franoi9eo a couple of months ago. That was another collision. 

Mr. Saybrs. How about the third one? 

Captain Shoemaker. The captain ran into a vessel and did it about $25 worth of 
damage, and he paid the money out of his own pocket. It was in narrow quarters, 
and they could not get clear. He is an old officer and has been in the Service fdr 
twenty- five years. I do not think he would do anything exoept under the foroe of 
circumstances. It is the same with all the rest of tlie cases. 

Mr. Sayrrs. Have cases of this kind ever ariHcn before? 

Captain Shoemaker. I know of another case, and I hav«) it right here — the case of 
the Grantf on Puget Sound, which ran into a vebMcl. It was reporte<l on the 21st of 
March by the Comptroller of the Treasury. We attempted to pav it out of our ftind, 
but the Comptroller decided that we could not pay it under the law, and rendered a 
decision in the case. This required us to ask for a deficiency. 

The Chairman. Was that paid f 

Captain Shoemaker. Yes, sir; it was put in the deficiency bill last year. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

8TATBMBNT OF WILLIAM M. AIKSN. SUPBRVISINO ARCHITECT. 

The Chaibman. Touching the i^aleof the Atlant>a Exposition building, tbia amount 
asked is for the purpose of enabling you to sell itf 

Mr. Aiken. Yes, sir; it is to cover the incidental expenses. 

The Chairman. Your ezperionoe was that in Chicago those buildings did not 
bring much. They hardly Drought the expenses of t«*ariBg tbcMi ditwu f 

Mr. AiKSN. No, sir. 

The Chairman. Have you any knowledge as to what this building would probably 
bring f 

Mr. Aiken. No, sir; I believe it cost very nearly |60,000. I shenld say it ouriiA 
to be worth $5,000, and we ought to get that for it; but we eould not tell until it 
was offered on the market. 

Mr. NoRiTiWAT. You are certain you could get enough to reimburse the $500 f 

Mr. Ajkkn. I think so. 

The Chairman. Here are some old soldiers: The rourt-house and )>ost-ofiice, com** 
pletioD of approaches, Helena. The limit of cost is $75,000, and we have appropriated 
$81,000. what is the amount unexpended? 

Mr. Aiken. The bids have been taken for completion of the approaches, and it 
was found to be insufficient. The amount available September 90 is $5,836.64. 

The Chairman. That is still available t 

Mr. Aiken. Yes, sir. 

The Chaijiman. What is the lowest bid? 

Mr. AiKEK. I have not the figures with me. 

The Chairman. This building is occupied f 

Mr. Aiken. Yee, sir; and has been fbr some time. 

The Chairman. Court-house and post-office, Martiuabnrg, W. Va. That building 
is occupied f 

Mr. Aiken. Yes, sir; and has been since last summer. 

The Chairman. What is available there? 

Mr. Aiken. $876.18. This is for a sidewalk and for holding up the platform. 

Mr. Savers. Why put in for completion, when the building is completed? 

Mr. Aiken. It is to fit it for the transaction of business. 

The Chairman. I'ostoffice at York, Pa. What is available there? 

Mr. Aiken. $215.82. 

The Chairman. Is that ocoupied? 

Mr. Aiken. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman, lliis was here last year? 

Mr. Aiken. Yes, sir. 
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The Chairman. For outstandinji; expenses in connection with selling the old cns- 
tom-hoiise at Louisville, Ky. 

Mr. Aiken. In that case Congress directed the property to be sold, bat made no 
appropriation to defray the cost. 

The CiiAiBMAN. Murine hospital, New Orleans, to pay acconnts outstanding iuoi- 
denttosale. That is the same f 

Mr. Aikrn. The same thing applies there. 

marine-hospital 8ebvice. 

Treasury Department, 
Office Supervising Suroeon-General, Marine-Hospital Service, 

fVashingtonj D. C, January IS, 1896, 

Sir: Referring to the deficiency estimate for the maintenance and ordinary 
expenses of the Marine-Hospital Service ibr the present fis<<al year, of $25,000, now 
before your committee, transmitted by the Honorable Secretary of the Treasury, in 
letter of January 8, 1 have to submit the following statement: 

By act of June 26, 1884, Congress repealed the hospital tax on seamen, imposed by 
the act of June 29, 1870, and provided that the expenses of the Marine-Hospital Serv- 
ice should be borne out of tne receipt's from duties on tonnage, and for the fiscal 
year 1886 made an appropriation of $140,000 to meet an estimated deficiency. Since 
that date no other dencieney appropriatUm has been made. 

The funds aTailable from the tonnage tax would have been sufficient for the 
expenses of the Service for the present fiscal year were it not for the reduced reeeipta 
from the tonnage tax, caused by the passage of the act approved March 2, 1899, 
entitled "An act to amend seotiMi 1, of chapter 398, of the law of 1882, entitled *Aa 
aot to provide for deductions from the gross tonnage of vessels of the United States.^ * 
The loss to the Marine-Hospital fVind in consequence of this legislation, I am informed 
in a letter from the Commissioner of Navigation, will be in the neighborhood of 
$30,000. 

It wae expeeted, when this act of March 2, 1896, was passed, that aildHienal legi«« 
lation wonkd be enacted repealing those sections of the act of June 19, 1886, which 
exempt vessels of certain nations from tonnage tax in this conntry in return for 
almoet worthless exemptions of American vessels in the ports of those nations. 

The effect of this repeal would be to increase the fund to a sufficient amount for 
the maintenance of the Marine- Hospital Service, unci I am informed by the Commis- 
sioner of NavigAtion that a bill to this end has been introduced both in the Senate 
and House, and it is believed that the bill will become a law. Additional receipts, 
however, caused by this bill would likely not becooie available before the end of 
the fiscal year. 

A statement showing the estimated receipts and expenditures for the present fiscal 
year is appended. 

There is no probability that hereafter another deficiency appropriation for the 
maintenance of the Marine Hospital Service will be necessary. 
KespectfuUy, yours, 

Walter Wyman, 
SuperrtHng Surgeon-Generaf Marine- Hospital Service. 

The Chairman Committek on Appropkiations, 

Houee of liepresentaticts. 



JB9Hmaled $tafement of reeeipfa aitd expetidituree of the Marine-Botpital Service, for th^ 
fiecal year ending June 30, X896. 

Balance of Marine-Hospital frind, July ], 1896 $29,629.13 

Estimated receipts ttovx tonnage tax for the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 1896 $800,000 

Estimated receipta, care, etc., foreign seamen 10, 000 

610,000.00 

Total available 539,629.13 

Estimated expenditures for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1896, main- 
tenance of stations, etc , 666,000.00 

Estimated deficiency for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1896.,.. .. 28,470.87 
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lands and othrk property of thk united states. 

Treasury Department, Office of the Secretary, 

IVashifigtoti, J). C, Apnl 14, 1896. 
Sir: I have tbe honor to inclose herewith a letter of the Solicitor of the Treasury 
in regard to the appropriation of $200 reqaested to pay certain tax liens on property 
of the United States at Atlanta, Ga. 

There is not enough of the regular appropriation for lands and other property, 
etc., left to pay these liens, and I therefore concur in the recommendation of the 
Solicitor that this appropriation of $200 be made. 
Respectfully, yours, 

S. Wike, Acting Secretary, 
Hod. Joseph G. Cannon, 

Chairman Committee on Appropriatione, House of Bepreeentativee. 



Department of Justice, Office Solicitor of the Treasury, 

IVaahington, J). C, April IS, 1896, 
Sir: In response to your verbal inquiry of this date, I have the honor to state that 
on July 6, 18n6, the United States marshal for the northern district of Georgia con- 
veyed X-o the United States a house and lot on Cos street, in the city of Atlanta, Ga., 
which had been levied on and sold to the United States in satisfaction of a Judg- 
ment recovered by the United States against C. L. and W. J. Fletcher. At the time 
of the acquisition of the property by tne United States there were certain tux liena 
thereon, and these liens continue to be a charge thereon. 

The persons holding the liens have consented to convey their title to the United 
States upon payment of the amount of the liens and accrued interest, and it is for 
the purpose of acquiring or paying off said liens that the appropriation was asked 
for. As the matter now stands the property can not be sold to advantage, if at all ; 
but if the liens referred to can be paid I am advised that it can be advantageously 
disposed of. The effect of making the appropriation will be to make the property 
saleable and a source of revenue lo the Government. 
Very respectfully, 

F. A. Reeve, Solicitor. 
Hon. John G. Carusle, 

Seeretarg of the Treaeury. 



Tuesday, April 14, 1896. 

AQUEDUCT BRIDGE. 

STATBMBNT OF BRIO. OBN. WILLIAM P. CAAiaHILL, CHIEF OP 
ENaiNEERS, AND MAJ. CHARLES J. ALLEN, CORPS OF ENOI- 
NEERB. 

The Chairman. Pase 37, "To repair Aqueduct Bridge, ^,000." Are you per- 
sonally lamiliar with tnis work f , 

General Craighill. I have been down to the bottom of the cofferdam. 

The Chairman. We supposed the amount of $51,000, heretofore given, was enough 
to do this work. Is there anything additional to this note which you r.esire to sayf 

General Craighill. I have the report. The condition of it is Just this : That bridge 
has been standing since the thirties. One pier, No. 4, commenced to crack, and an 
effort was made, by the use of divers going down and putting in concrete in bags, to 
repair the damages, which were supposed to be superticial. That was done a num- 
ber of years ago. But the crack continued to expand until it was necessary to build 
a cofferdam and pump it out. We found a curious state of things in the cofferdam. 
We found that timbers had been used where there should be stone, and it was sup- 
posed there was stone. These timbers had given way to a certain extent, and instead 
of having solid rock it was only wood, and that explained very satisfactorily why it 
cracked. There had been an appropriation made for repairs, but these conditions, 
which were unexpected, show that this sum which is now asked for is necessary for 
proper repair to make it safe. 

Tne Chairman. That has been shown in the last few months. 

General Craighill. It was in June last when I went down, and Congress notlieing 
in session, we could not get any money. We let the cofferdam remain, and let it 
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fill up with water in the hoi>e that Congress would give as money to go on and build 
a new pier. The cofferdam is ready to be pamped out. 

The Chairman. In the meantime the appropriation made last Congress was expended 
as you expected to spend itf 

General Craig hill. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. In your judgment, will this $65,000 be enough to put the bridge 
in Kood condition f 

General Craighill. That will build the pier. 

Major Allbn. I understand that pier is the only one that is needed. The others 
were repaired by divers placing bags of concrete under them. Aft-er we got the 
water pnmped out of tbis cofferdam, we found qnite a cavern under it on the down- 
stream side, and quite a crack. 

General Craighill. We do not at this time consider it necessary to do anything^ 
with any other pier except this one. 

The Chairman. How many piers are there f 

Major Allxn. Eight. 

Mr. Livingston. Suppose you take the whole thing out and put in a new one ; how 
can you spend $65,000 on itf 

General Craighill. Read the items of cost for pier No. 4, Aqueduct Bridge, mak- 
ing a total of $66,000. 

Mr. Aknou>. Is it proposed to build this by contract! 

General Craighill. Yes, sir ; if we can get a contract. 

Mr. Arnold. What do you need with the boiler and pumps f 

General Craighill. These things will go into the specifications, and we Lave to 
ask the money from Congress. Out of the last uppropriatitm, I understand from 
Major Allen^ $3,000 were turned back into the Treasury; and we will turn some in 
from this, ii we can. 

The Chairman. On page 43 there is an item. A bill was introduced and referred 
to this committee for consideration, Hud is not in the estimates, in relation to pay- 
ments to yourself and Colonel Mendell and Major Post. 

General Craighill. I am sorry I did not know that this was coming before this 
committee, because it is already before the Senate committee on a bill introduced by 
Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon, for the reason that tbese expenditures which have been 
disallowe<l by tbe Comptroller were ma^le in Oregon. Colonel Mendell, Major Post, 
and myself went to Europe under orders of the Secretary of War in reference to th6 
construction of a railway on the Columbia River. I can state the facts in referenoe 
to it. Congress directed that a board should be organized for the purpose of con- 
sidering tbe subject of the improvement of tbe Columbia River at The Dalles in Ore- 
gon, whiob is a big piece of work, and the most d ifficult in the world After visiting 
the locality and making a preliminary report, the Secretarv of War directed that 
this board should go to Europe for the purpose of investigating tbe use of hydraulic 
lifts for boats, which takes them from one level and raises them to a higher one, get- 
ting rid of inclined railroads. We had no types of such things in tbis country, out 
there was one at Liverpool, one in Belgium, and one in France. Our time was limited 
to three mouths, and during that time the Secretary of War directed chat^ive shonld 
have an additional allowance of $4 a day to oover incidental expenses. We were 
obliged to bave the ordinary expenses of our families which we left behind, and we 
did incur tbis additional expense abroad for three months. 

Durini^ this investigation we had interviews with distingnished engineers, and 
their visits had to be returned, and all that sort of thing. It took a great deal of 
work. We had to translate ft-om foreign languages ; we had to make notes, and 
things of that sort; so that wbile we were moving a great deal we were obliged to 
have a place in which to perform our duty. Unfortunately, however, in the oi^er of 
the Secretary of War he gave us this extra allowance for *' quarters," when it really 
ought to have been for ''offices.'' The Comptroller has disallowed those items^ 
amounting to a total of about a thousand dollars. 

The Chairman. It is now a single item, the difference between quarters and offices 
being technical. 

General Craighill. In tbe order of the Secretary of War he said the allowanoe 
was for extra rooms for quarters, when it ought to have been for offices. 

The Chairman. So they were unable to allow yon anything for quarters, as yon 
did not use them, and this is to make tbe allowance for offices? 

Genenil Craighill. It should be offices. Tbe amount is about $1,000 for thre* 
of us. 

The Chairman. What you want is authority to settle? 

General Craighill. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Livingston. Did the Auditor disallow the $4 per dayf 

General Craighill. The Auditor disallowed the $4 per day. 

Mr. Saykrs. That can be put in this bill. 

General Craighill. A bill has already been reported in the Senate. 
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The Chairman. If oonvenient, send me that report. 

Oeneral Craighill. I will do so. With reference to this thing I want to say that 
all three of us occnpv pecnliar positions. Mi^or Post recently died suddenly and 
left a widow and little boy 7 years old, and, nnder the construction of the law by the 
Treasury Department, his widow can not draw the pay which was due him because 
of this unsettled item. Colonel Mendell, the other member, is a retired officer, and 
his accounts can not be settled. I am Chief Engineer, and no longer disbursing 
officer, and T want my acconnts settled. It is a just and fair claim. 

The Chairman. We have an estimate for the building of tlsh ways at Great Falls, 
on the Potomac, to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of War, $10,500. 

General Craiohill. The point to that is this. That that item was not presented 
by the Secretary of War. If you will look at the deficiency estimate you will find It 
is an estimate of the Fish Commission. 

The Chairman. The Fish Commissioner did not seem to know much about it. 

General Craighill. He does not. The euffiueer officer umler the Secretary of 
War only has to do with construction. The Tate Fish Comminsioner furnished the 
plans. He had a patent for a fish way, and I guesn it was a very good fish wajr. All 
w^e had to do with it was as constructors. We were at work at the dam, and it was 
placed in charge of the officer in oharg9 of the aqneduct. I have the document in 
reference to it. and I will leave it with you. Under the words providing for the oon- 
atruction of fish ways, the Secretary of War decided tliat the engfiieer shonld be 
held responsible for the disbursement of the fhnd. A certain amount of money was 
spent in various years, or it will be spent, and, while no estimate is submitted by 
the Secretary of War, the Chief Engineer has mado a report on it. He estimates 
that $7,890 will be nece?<sary, but iu this estimate we find the amount is $10,500. 
I have no further knowledge about it. I think the best way is to pass this over for 
the present. 

PAT OF THX ARMT. 

STATEMENT OF BRIG. OEN. T. H. STANTON, PA7MA8TBR- 

QENERAL. 

The Chairman. Tnnohing deficiency for pay of the Army, we have a note here in 
reference to pay of officers of the line. Your estimate, when the account was stated, 
4ieem8 to be $489,4()5.02, which exceeds your original estimate of a year ago. Have 
yon anything further to sav in addition to the note? 

Mr. LiviNOSToif . There is a note above based on analysis. Is that the way yoa 
4o that matter f Do you know the exact number of men f 

General Stanton. VVo do not have an exact number of soldiers. Sometimes the 
number will vary; sometimes there will be a shortage, and sometimes the Annj will 
'be full. The number Ih now near the maximum. We estimate for about 25,000 men 
in order to have enough to pay the Army. If there ifi any surplus it remains in the 
Treasury. 

The CHikiRMAN. I notice f^om vour statement here, detailing the deficiency, thai 
you put in pay of officers of thii line, length of service pay, pay of enlisted men, pay 
of retir«*d officers, etc. According to the statement you have $113,000, more tnan 
enough to pay the Army otherwise than as specified, leaving $449,000 net deficiency. 
Is that correct f 

General Stanton. As nearlv as we can get at it. 

The Chairman. How much did the Committee on Military Affairs cut yonr 
estimate f 

General Stanton. They cut it some $000,000. 

The Chairman. Did yon advise itf 

General Stanton. No, sir. The estimate went in lh>m the Department as ne«r 
Tight as possible. 

The Chairman. And they out it some $000,000. which leaves this deficiency f 

General Stanton. Yes, sir; we took credit there for this reason. That now the 
troops are enlisted largelv where the regiments are serving, and that is going to out 
down the amount The last item is correct. 

The Chairman. You are willing to stand on that estimate, and yon will have 
^101,000, and $11,000 credit which you can apply, in addition to the items I havQ 
just read? 

General Stanton. The total deficiency is $563,000. Taking out these things for 
which we expect to get credit leaves $450,000 in round numbers. 

The Chairman. Can you use these credits without further legislation f 

General Stanton. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. It seems to me that you were deliberately out down by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

General Stanton. That is about right. 
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Mr. Satxrs. Yoa Bay that in coDsequence of legislation by this Congress some 
$122,636 additional will be required, so that real^ the deficiency, if this amend- 
ment had not been passed, would be about $327,000 f 

General Stanton. No, sir; this money has ^ot to be paid sometime, and instead of 
waiting antil the man's time expires, we pay it as we go along. 

Mr. Sayers. Is it for the benefit of the soldier that he should be paid monthly f 

General Stanton. Yes, sir; it would be good faith. 

The Chairman. I still do not quite understand about that item. What is service 
pay! 

General Stanton. It is like this: Under the present law the soldiers enlist for 
three jears, and during the last year they g^et $14 per month ; the other years they 
get $13 per month. This law provides that instead of letting the pay accumulate he 
receives it as he goes along. 

The Chairman. It was retained before, and yoa do not retain it now. Prior to 
this legislation 

General Stanton (interposing). The soldier got Just the same. 

The Chairman. But he got $13 when he enlisted for the first yearf 

General Stanton. And the second vear. 

The Chairman. And the last year he got $14 per month f 

(}«ieral Stanton. Yes; but formerly $1 was retained for the last year. We ncvr 
pay that as he goes along. 

Mr. Northway. Yon are figuring npon the entire Army of 25,000 men. How man^ 
have yon f 

General Stanton. At the last report we had within 120 of the maximum. 

Mr. Northway. Did not the Military Committee appropriate all that was proper 
for the Army, as it stood at that time? 

General Stanton. No. 

The Chairman. Is this absolutelv necessary f 

General Stanton. It is; and I think it ought to be a little more. It is based oix 
six months' disborsement. Since that time we have disbursed three months more^ 
and the deficit seems to be growing. 

INDIAN AVFAIRS. 

STATEMBNT OF DR. D. M. BROWNINO, COMMISSIONBR OF INDIAIT 
AFFAIRS, AND MR. SAMUEL E. SLATER, FINANCE CLERK. 

The Chairman. At the bottom of page 59 there is an item certified and audited by 
the Treasury Department for pav of interpreters for 1895 and 1896; and if yon wiD 
be kind enough to turn over to the next page, yon will find an estimate for the pay- 
ment of interpreters, to be distributed in tne discretion of the Secretary, being for 
the fiscal year 1895, $742.50. Has that expenditure been already made, or is that 
due these interpreters, and has not been paidf 

Mr. Browning. The first is already incurred, and the other is to pay indebtednese 
that ha« been created because of the employment of these interpreters. The regu- 
lar appropriation for interpreters has been reduced time and time again, but some- 
times it is absolutely necessary to have an official interpreter in order to get it 
exactly right. That is the cause of that expense. The general appropriation for 
interpreters is distributed by the Secretary ; but sometimes we must have interpret 
ters^ because a commission goes to make agreements, and this money must be expended 
for interpreters. 

The Chairman. The next item was submitted early in the session in connection 
with the urgent deficiency, amounting to $742.50. One of these items is apparently 
ascertained and the other seems to be estimated. Are they separate items, or is thia 
first item covered by the last onef 

Mr. SiJLTKR. We have no record of this. It is possible that it may be some part of 
the $742.50; bat it is hardly probable. 

The Chairman. Is that a legal disbursement which can be audited by the Treasury 
Department? 

Mr. Slater. It is due individuals. 

The Chairman. Are these regular interpreters? 

Mr. Slater. No, sir ; they are special interpreters. 

The Chairman. For whom there was no appropriation ? 

Mr. Slater. The appropriation asked was not sufficient. Congress has cut down 
this from $25,000 to $10,000. 

The Chairman. Suppose Congress does not appropriate, is it possible for you to 
provide interpreters? 

Mr. Slater. We can do so under the organic law of 1834. 

Mr. Northway. These interpreters have been employed and the money is due 
them. 
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Mr. Browning. The sum is exhausted, and there have been so many negotiations 
with the Indians that we must have a man who can be trusted, because the Indians 
will say they never agreed to it or signed it at all. It was for that reason that the 
money is expended. 

The Chairman. On page 62 there is an item for contingencies of the Indian serv- 
ice. What have you to say about thatf 

Mr. Browning. The appropriation made for that purpose usually carries us 
through, but up to this time it is exhausted. The contingencies are such that we 
can not always tell what they are going to be. This year there has been a remark- 
able amount of work done, and this is principally for special agents. The expendi- 
tures had to be made in making payments to Indians. There is a necessity for mak- 
ing rolls. We had agents employed two months to make rolls. We also had to 
employ a stenographer. Sometimes we have to bring agents here in order to man- 
age the Indians. Several complications have arisen in the different tribes. The 
traveling expenses of the Commissioner are not high, because he has been at his 
desk all the time. The principal extra work is that of special agents, and that is 
what has exhausted the lund. 

The Chairman. Was this appropriation decreasedf 

Mr. Browning. I think not. It is Just the same as heretofore. We got the full 
amount we estimated for. We estimated what we supposed would be sufficient for 
five special agents at $2,000 per annum. This is the annual salary that has always 
been paid, it covers other expenses also. 

The CHAIR.MAN. What was the original appropriation for contingencies f 

Mr. Browning. Forty thousand dollars. 

The Chairman. Is this the first time there has been a deficiency f 

Mr. Slatkr. It is the first time for many years; but in fact there has been no 
deficiency as yet. There are no obligations against it unpaid. 

The Chairman. What is available now? 

Mr. Browning. There is nothing. We can not, of course, stop contingencies 
which arise in the service. 

The Chairman. Spring is coming on, and these Indians will take to the prairie. 

Mr. Browning. When the gross gets big enough for the ponies to go out, they 
are liable to give us trouble by goiuf^ on the warpath. 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. These appropriations have not been increased each year. You 
seem to have cut them off a little bit. 

Mr. Browning. Yes, sir; there is incidental expense in Idaho and Colorado. The 
first one is incidental to the management of the agency iu Colorado. The fund 
there was exhausted because we h.'ul a murder or two by the Utes and Navajoes. 
There were extra expenses on this account. 

The Chairman. Why could not these two items be paid from the contingencies 
generally; why make these special? 

Mr. Browning. It is the way it has been done. Congress has seen fit to put it in 
ttiat way. 

The Chairman. After all, if you did not get any thing for incidentals in Colorado, 
yon could pay these contin<;encie8 out of the appropriation? 

Mr. Browning. If there was no appropriation for incidentals, I suppose we could 
use the general appropriation. 

The Chairman. Do you want, in addition to contingencies, a special appropriation 
for each State? 

Mr. Browning. That is expense incurred by agents. 

The Chairman. What is the incidental expense in Colorado? 

Mr. Slatkr. It is $1,250 in Colorado, and $800 iu Idaho. 

The Chairman. You have an estimate here which is due to the Bannock outbreak? 

Mr. Slatkr. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Have you any deficiency? 

Mr. Slatkb. We have no obligations outstanding. 

The Chairman. Then yon do not want as much as $1,000? 

Mr. Slater. There are things which ought to be paid. For instance, we have 
pursued murderers. 

Mr. Browning. These claims ought to be paid. We had a serious time with the 
Bannocks to keep them from going on the warpath. 

The Chairman. You want $500 for two months' services, and $1,000 as against$800 
for the total appropriation in Idaho. I wish I knew how much of that expense has 
been incurred tnat will have to be paid. Drop a note about it. 

Mr. Slatkr. Yes. This estimate was for the urgency deficiency bill in January. 

Mr. Browning. We will furnish yon a statement as to how that stands. 

Department of the Interior, Office of Indian Affairs, 

JTashingiaHt April 16, 1896. 
Sir: In connection with the deficiency estimate of $500 under the title of appro- 
priation, *' Incidentals in Colorado, 1896,'' I have to state that the sum of $1,250, 
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appropriated ander that title for the cnrreut fiscal year, proved inadequate, owing 
to extraordinary expenses incurred by the agent at the Southern Ute Agency, in the 
investigation of the murder of two Ute Indians. This amount is needed for inci- 
dental expenses for the b*lauce of the year. 

In regard to the item of$l,000 under ** Incidentals in Idaho, 1896/* you are informed 
that the sum of $8iX) was appropriated under that title for the current fiscal year, 
and that the whole amount was expended for traveling and incidental expenses of 
the Indian agent and several Indians, at difterent times, in going from Evanston, 
Idaho, to Cheyenne, Wyu., and return, for trial on charges growing out of the Jack- 
son Hole trouble; also in testing in the United States court the validity of the 
Bannock treaty as to rights of Indians to hunt, leaving no part of the appropriation 
for incidental expenses at the three agencies in Idaho. 

I respectfully recommend that the sum of $800 be provided in the general defi- 
ciency bill, under this title of appropriation, for the support of the service during 
the balance of the tincal year. 
Very respectfully, 

D. M. Browning, Commi9sioner. 

The Chairman, Committee on Appropriations, 

Sou8e of RepresentativeB. 

CENSUS. 

STATEMEITT OF MR. CARROLL D. WRIGHT, COMMISSIONER OF 

LABOR. 

The Chairman. On pa<(e &4 there seems to be an item of $200,000, and an item of 
$50,000 for printing for the census. When will you begin to use this if it is appro- 
priated f 

Mr. Wright. I want that now. 

The Chairman. How long will it be before you exhaust thatf 

Mr. Wright. I can tell you in a nutshell the state of the census. There are 25 
volumes in all. Every volume is completed and plated ready for the press, except a 
small part of 2 of the volumes, and the volume of the Compendium. The atlas is all 
aone. About 8 of these 25 volumes have beeu plated, and have been lying in the 
Printing Office for more than a year, ready for the presses. 

The Chairman. When these volumes are furnished to the Public Printer there 
will be nothing more to do. How long do you think it will be before the two sums 
of money which yon have asked for will be exhausted? 

Mr. Wright. Itouj^httobe exhausted before fall; before January anyway. I 
do not think they will have any more, becauxe I asked the Public Printer to make 
an estimate for the printing, and his letter gives it, as stated in this document which 
you have before .von, at $311,657. There was to be deducted $120,000 on hand when 
I made this communication, leaving $240,000 to come out. I would snggest that 
that item should go in as one. 

The Chairman. You wish to make it all one item? 

Mr. Wright. Yes, sir. We want that item to go in one, so that if the statistics 
cost a little more, we will not be stuck aguin. 

The Chairman. To continue printing and binding the Eleventh Census, including 
the Statistical Atlas. 

Mr. Wright. You need not say anything about that, because that is provided for 
below. 

The Chairman. There are two different acts? 

Mr. Wright. It is all one act. I do not know why they were separated. 

The Chairman. With this appropriation for which you now ask we will consider 
the Eleventh Census is completed. 

Mr. Wright. There is one other estimate for a deficiency which does not seem to 
be in your bill. That is in accordance with a letter sent to the Secretary of the 
Treasury on April 2 for $10,000 on account of the fire which occurred on the 22d of 
March, and for moving and recopying. 

Mr. Saykrs. I see in the clerk's note that the cost of the Eleventh Census was 
limited to $7,400,000. 

Mr. Wright. The original limit was $6,000,000, and farms, homes, and mortgages 
was put on additional, at a cost of $1,4()0,000. 

Mr. Sayers. The appropriation made to date is $10,500,000? 

Mr. Wright. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Savers. Can you explain to us why it is the appropriations and expenditures 
have so largely exceeded the original limit of $7,400,000? 

Mr. Wright. I think it would be proper to refer that to my predecessor under 
whom the work was done. In my opinion that large expense is due to the methods 
which have prevailed in our census work for the last two censuses of 1880 and 1890. 
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I think it l8 faulty legislation in this, that there is no one officer connected with the 
Government whose business it is to see that there is a proper plan, and to draft bills, 
etc., and to snbmit to Congress preparatory work for tne ceusns. It is no one's 
business to do that. Just prior to the time of taking the census somebody in the 
House or Senate introduces a bill, and that bill may be dragging along, or it may- 
go through in a rush without being properly considered. The act under which 
the census was taken was passed March 1, 1889, and in 1891 there was a supple- 
mental act for printing and binding. That only gave ttom March, 1889, to June, 
1890, to make final appropriations and final legislation asked, and the time was so 
short before the enumeration that everybody had to hustle, and everything went out 
in a crude form. The result of that was that there was a vast deal of work com- 
menced which never ought to have been commenced. 

Mr. Sayers. I understand you to say that the principal reason which, in your 
opinion, accounts for this 

Mr. Wright. For a good deal of it. 

Mr. Sayers. Is that the first legislation itself was crude, and that it was passed 
too hurriedly; and secondly, that the time in which your predecessor was allowed to 
take the census was too limited, and he had to do the work too rapidly f 

Mr. Wrjght. He had plenty of time for the enumeration, but under the law there 
is a vast deal of material to be collected at the same time. That was the principal 
trouble. The office of the census, every time one is taken, is snowed under by a 
chaotic mass of material which is brought in. It is ntterly impossible for any man, 
1 do not care who he is, to do the work properly, under the circumstances. 

Mr. Sayers. When did you take charge of the census f 

Mr. Wright. In October, 1893. My work has been simply to bring out the vol- 
umes. I have not changed anything, except a reduction of the volumes. I have 
saved a good deal in that way. If that change had not been made, instead of 25 
▼olnmes it would have been 36 volumes. I have saved the Government probably 
$500,000 in that way. 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. Your idea is that we take too much in our census f 

Mr. Wbioht. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sayers. I concur with yon in your opinion that this large increase over and 
above the limit is not attributable to any negligence or extravagance on the part of 
your predecessor, but on account of the condition of things in which he found 
himself. 

Mr. Wright. He could not help himself. 

Mr. Sayers. He was compelled to obey the law. 

Mr. Wright. The law had to be complied with. The expenses have been exces- 
sive, and a great many things were brought in that ougnt never to have been 
brought in. 

Mr. Sayrrs. This was required by legislation? 

Mr. Wright. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sayers. Your predecessor is not responsible for the increase over and above 
the limit? 

Mr. Wright. No, sir. It would have been the same had I been there, and perhaps 
worse. Mr. Walker passed the limit when he had charge of it, and he was one of 
the best men we ever had in charge of the Census. 

There was an amendment offered to provide for a census of farms, homes, and 
mortga^. It was offered in the House and was kicked out. This census law was 
passed in the House during an evening session, on a hot night in July, when there 
were only 27 members present. It went into the Senate and the amendments relat- 
ing to farms, homes, and mortgages was offered again, and it was adopted at the 
request of some experienced statisticians in the countiy. We had no facts upon 
those subjects, and 1 believe it was one of the most important things in the Eleventh 
Census. It was also one of the best conducted branches of the whole census. 

Mr. Arnold. Is it nearly correct? 

Mr. Wright. It is within from 5 to 10 per cent of accuracy. It is one of the 
most valuable things in our statistical experience. It did not meet the expectations 
of the Populists, but they were not responsible for its going into the bill. The stat- 
isticians were responsible for that, and ^ou can charge it up to me if you want to. 

The Chairman. In your Judgment, this will complete the printing? 

Mr. Wright. The Public Printer says so. 

Mr. Livingston. About salaries — how many employees have you now? 

Mr. Wright. About 35. We are getting pretty near the close of the whole thing. 

Mr. Livingston. You are moving them out every day? 

Mr. Wright. Yes, sir ; we lost three or four employees the other day, because 
there was nothing for them to do. The work now remaining is difficult work,, 
because we are wrestling with all of the errors in the classification of occupations. 
That is the earlier work of the Census, and had it not been for that we could have 
closed this work up a year ago. I would like to have yon put in that paragraph. 
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as it will hamper printing and binding if it is not done. If yon will put in this 
$10,000 we think it will be all right. The tire did not destroy anything of perma- 
nent value. The things burnt were Just as valuable after as before the fire. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

STATBMCBirT OF MB88RS. J. T. PETT7, AUDITOR; DR. W. C. WOOD- 
'WARD, HSALTH OFFICER; JOHN B. BRAD7, IN8PBCTOR OF 
BUILDINGS : AND HERBERT W. LEWIS, AGENT BOARD OF CHIL- 
DRIEN'S GUARDIANS. 

The Chairman. For a smallpox hospital you aslr $25,000. It seems to have been 
the supposition when this item was put in a year ago that the appropriation of 
$18,000 would finish this hospital. 

Dr. Woodward. We asked $30,000. 

The Chairman. Have you expended any money on that hospital f 

Dr. Woodward. The entire amount of $18,000 has been expended. In the first 
place the estimate was submitted to the House Committee, and after it passed the 
House it was amended in the Senate. The estimates were carefully gone oyer by 
nsyself, relying largely upon Dr. Billings ond upon the estimate of $So,000, which 
was asked. After tnat the Senate cut down the amount to $18,000 without any hear- 
ing whatever as to whether it was proper. In preparing the plans, which was done 
by the building inspector, it was the understanding that the plans would come within 
the limit fixed, $18,000, but when the bids were advertised it was found they were 
considerably more than that. 

Mr. Saybrs. Did you accept bids beyond the limit fixed by lawf 

Dr. Woodward. No, sir. The acceptance of the bids was entirely with the Com- 
missioners. The bids were bevond the amount fixed by law and the building was 
not completed. The bids which were accepted came within the $18^000, but that did 
not complete the hospital. 

Mr. Saybrs. This appropriation was for $18,000 to build and equip? 

Mr. Livingston. It ought to have been built for that amount, but was not. 

Mr. Saybrs. Did I nn^rstand you to say that you accepted bids to do only a part 
of the work for $18,000 f 

Dr. Woodward. I think that is the fact. J'he acceptance of the bids is entirely 
in the hands of the Commissioners, and I, as a subordinate, do not know why they 
accepted them. 

Mr. Saybrs. And yon say that the Commissioners, although they were authorized 
to complete and equip a building to cost $18,000, besan the construction of this 
building on a plan which anticipated a cost of $43,0001 

Dr. Woodward. No, sir; I would correct any misunderstanding which might arise 
in the expressions which you make. For the hospital proper, we nave no doubt that 
it can be completed within the amount of the original estimate. 

Mr. Saybrs. The sense of Conipress was that onl^ $18,000 should be expended for 
building and equipping the hospital, and the Commissioners have accepted plans and 
bids that will nnaonbtedly make the cost $48,000. 

Dr. Woodward. The hospital proper 

Mr. Saybrs. I am talking about the language of the statntes. 

Dr. Woodward. You must draw a distinction between the hospital and the other 
buildings. 

Mr. North WAY. Is there any law for the erection of the other buildings! 

Mr. Saybrs. Do you include the other buildings in thisf 

Dr. Woodward. There is an estimate as to the construction of the other buildings. 

Mr. Saybrs. What are the items which go to make up this $26,000 f 

Dr. Woodward. We have an estimate for the discharge building, 80 by 18 feet, 
$1,245.60. 

Mr. Saybrs. That is in addition to the hospital f 

Dr. Woodward. Yes; we want a mortuary building, 16 by 23, $1,130.80; stable 
and ambulance shed, $600; and isolation ward, 20 by 43, and an administrative build- 
ing, 20 by 40, the latter to cost $4,100; then there is heating apparatus, $1,248. 

Mr. Saybrs. Does not the heatiuff apparatus go in as the cost of the hospital f 

Dr. Woodward. Only a part of it; there is plumbing. 

Mr. Saybrs. What is the plumbing. for f 

Dr. Woodward. There is plumbing throughout the hospital and the other buildings. 

Mr. Saybrs. This $6,000 goes to these other buildings! 

Dr. Woodward. Three thousand dollars of it does. There is a boiler house costing 
$2,000. 

Mr. Saybrs. For what buildings will that be usedf 

Dr. Woodward. For the hospital, administrative building, the nurses' quarters, 
and other things. The entire cost has been estimated by the inspector of buildings 
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for oonstmction, »nd the cost !• $21,538.15, and the halance of last year, $4,000, is for 
equipping and oatlitun|^. 

Mr. tfATKRS. For boym^ fhmitaref 

Dr. WooDWABD. It is for the hospital proper, the administrative bailding, the 
isolation ward and all. 

Mr. Savers. Yoa were required to bnild and eqnip this smallpox hospital for 
$18,000, and yet, in deliance of the law, you go forward and entail upon Congress the 
neeessity of spending $^,000 in addition. 

Mr. Arnold. In other words, they have started a building to cost 139 per cent 
Biore than the amount anthorized. 

Mr. North WAY. Were these bnildings all contemplated in this aot which provided 
for the erection of a smallpox hoMpital f 

Dr. Woodward. No, sir; it is simply for the ho^ital. A hospital can be nm 
without an isolation ward, without a discharge building, and without a mortuary 
building. 

Mr. m>RTHWAT. Has this building been occupied as yetf 

Dr. Woodward. Yes ; we are rannine one now. 

Mr. Savers. Do yon regard it as an absolnte necessity that these buildings shonld 
be exec ted f 

Dr. Woodward. For the proper conduct 

Mr. Savers. You might require the very finest of furniture for the proper conduct 
of a hospital. 

Dr. Woodward. This is for administrative purposes solely. 

Mr. Savers. That is where the trouble comes in. 

Dr. Woodward. It is desirable and necessary to have on building in which we 
can, before the disease develops, put a man who is suspected of having the smallpox. 

Mr. Savers. Suppose we don't give you the $25,000, will this building be suita> 
ble for all purposes f 

Dr. Woodward. There would be no provisions for heating and cooking, and no 
furniture. 

Mr. Savers. How much would it require for thatf 

Dr. Woodward. The superintendent of bnildings can tell you that. 

Mr. Bradv. If you would beat the building as now erected it would cost about 
$3,000 with steam heat. 

Mr. Sayeks. What will the furniture cost? 

Mr. Bradv. Furniture for such a btylding would be about $1,000. 

Mr. Savers. Four thousand dollars would cover furniture, heating, and cooking f 

Mr. Brady. Yes; and then 1 would like to have $2,000 for a boiler house. 

Dr. Woodward. It is proposed to have a central station from which these build- 
ings can be heated. In regard to the preparation of the plans, I can not say. The 
sum of $18,000 was appropriated for this hospital, and the plans were made in accord- 
ance therewith to cover cost for a high masonry wall and a disinfectant plant. 
When I looked over the matter I found that we could get through with $18,000, and 
that incorporated everything the act expressed. 

Mr. Savers. What did it cost to prepare plans and specifications f 

Mr. Bradv. About $175 or $200. These buildings which the Doctor is asking for 
are additional buildings to make it a whole. It is to provide for a discharge build- 
ing, additional wards, a mortuary building, a stable, and an administrative building. 

Mr. Savers. This gives you a little village out tbere. 

Mr. Brady. Quite so; as much as is necessary. 

Mr. Northwav. It contemplates such things as are necessary for the hospital. 

Mr. Brady. In building a iiospital a high masonry wall comes within the limits 
of the law. 

Mr. Arnold. Will $4,000 put in steam boilers and electric plant? 

Mr. Brady. No. 

Mr. Savers. How many patients have yon had in this hospital in the last six 
months f 

Mr. Brady. None. 

Mr. Livingston. How many do you expect to have in the next six months? 

Dr. Woodward. We may not have any, because we may have no smallpox ; and 
then, again, we are liable to have 50 or 100 cases. 

Mr. Northwav. There are no oases in the city now? 

Dr. Woodward. No, sir; but it is like the fire service — yon have got to keep it 
within reach. 

Mr. Savers. Where is this building to be erected? 

Dr. Woodward. That which is required to be erected b^ law is near the Jail. 

Mr. Savers. 1 thought yon had concluded to establish it in the fashionable part 
of the city. 

Dr. Woodward. That is a hospital for minor diseases. 

Mr. Savers. What did you do with that? 
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Dr. Woodward. We still hmve the site. 

Mr. Satkrs. Toa have bailt the hospital, and now yon want to build a village 
aronnd it. What wiU it take to pat up theee other bniidingsf 

Mr. Brady. The aggregate wonld be about $6,000. 

Mr. Satrrs. 8ix thoasand dollars will build the hospital and ereet a series of 
bniidingsf 

Mr. Brady. Tes, sir. 

The Chairmak. That will accommodate how many smallpox patients f 

Mr. Brady. The building aeoommodates 40 to 48 beds. 

The Chairman. So that if yon had 16,000 more that will fiimiah and equip the 
hospital sufllcientlv for 40 patients f 

Ur. Woodwari>. That is the estimate of the inspeetor of buildings, and he is more 
familiaLT with that part than I am. 

Mr. Livingston. At the ratio of 40 patients, state what would oover the cost in 
ease you have themf 

Dr. Woodward. We have had 50 to 60 patients at a cost of about $14,000, but it 
was necessary to rent other buildings, we had to rent a quarantine station. 

Mr. Livingston. This will be ample for that number f 

Dr. Woodward. If we put the first patient away, and thus prevent eontagion« we 
may not have any more oases. 

The Chairman (to Mr. Brady). How do you want this item for $6,000 to readf 

Mr. Brady. For construction of boiler house and heating plant to complete small- 
pox hospitsl 

The Chairman. What other items are there f 

Dr. Woodward. In view of the eost of some of the other bnildin^ I think the 
cost of the mortuary building is comparatively small, and it is desirable to have 
sneh a building in which decMsed persons can be put. It is the same way with the 
stable. 

Mr. Livingston. Do yon need so much for this building in the District of Colum- 
bia — 40 rooms that you will not oeenpy once a yearf 

Dr. Woodward. Forty rooms do not allow proper air space. 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. Have yon had very mach need for that before f 

Dr. Woodward. Yes, sir; there are no cases in the city now, but there are 100 
cases in New Orleans and we may have some here. 

BOARD OF CHIIJ>REN'8 GUARDIANS. 

The Chairman. The Board of Children's Guardians submit a deficiency for 1896. 
Is this amount really necessary f 

Mr. Lrwis. The only request of the Children's Guardians is for $5,500. 

Mr. Sayeks. What is that forf 

Mr. Lewis. It is a deficiency for 1895-96. 

Mr. Sayerb. From what did this deficiency arise f 

Mr. Lewis. In 1895 the Hoard of Children's Guardians asked for a certain appro- 
priation, and when the bill was finally passed the appropriation was cut down to 
about one- half the amount asked for. Then we went into the fiscal year 1895. The 
Hoard had no control over the number of children received and provided for. 
The children came to the Board from the courts. 

Mr. Saykrs. This deficiency results from there being more children than they 
anticipated? 

Mr. Lewis. Not moro than the Board anticipated, but the amount of the appro- 
priation was not nuRlcient to provide for them. Onr appropriation last year was 
|17,000, and we asked a deficiency of $9,000 and got $3,000, which made our anpro- 
priation $20,000. We went through the year just as economically as we conla and 
there was a bill remaining dne to a Pennsylvania institution to the amount of 
$1,61^.50. I will say that this bill was dne for feeble-minded children. We negoti- 
ated with this institution to wait for this money, so that we have a bill for half of the 
last <]uarter which remains unpaid. We went into the fiscal year of 1896 with an 
appropriation for all purposes of $20,000— the same which was given in 1^, includ- 
ing the deficiency of $3,000. We have just been through the hrst three quarters of 
the fiscal year 1896 with an actual deficiency of $2,8^.94. Then there is a little 
matter of $50 which ^ as spent by the disbursing ofticer of the Board by procuring 
a corporate bond. The law recinires that he shaU be a bonded officer. He supposed 
the account was a legitimate expenditure and expended this $50 in procuring a cor- 
porate bond. 

The Chairman. A corporate bondf 

Mr. Lb WIS. Yes, sir. It is a bond given by a company which makes a business 
of it. 

The Chaibman. Why can not you get a man who will give his own bond f 

Mr. Lewis. Such a bond can not be accepted. A man can not go on his own bond. 
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Mr. Saybrs. You do not expect the Govemmenit to appoint a man and pay him 
and then pay for his bondf 

Mr. Lewis. This officer receives no salary, and the law requires that he shall give 
bond. 

Mr. Arnold. Does he disburse yonr money f 

Mr. Lewis. He does, and he gets no salary. He is a special examiner in the Patemi 
Office. 

Mr. 8AYRR8. He gets his pay there. 

Mr. Lewis. He gets his pay there for work done tliere, bnt for the work he does 
Air the Board of Children's Guardians he gets nothing whatever. 

Mr. Saykrs. Who appoints him f 

Mr. Lewis. He is elected by the Board. 

Mr. LiviNOSTON. Is this gentleman a citizen of the Distriotf 

Mr. Lewis. He is a resident of the District, bnt his eitisenship is in Hassachnsatts. 

The Chairman. Who is hef 

Mr. LRW18. B. Pickman Mann. 

Mr. Livingston. You say he is acitriaen of Massachnsettef 

Mr. Lewis. That is the case with fonr-ftfbhs of the District. They have oitisen- 
Mm etoewiiere. 

llie Chairman (to Mr. Petty). This is a local board in connection with the oharir 
tiesof the District of Oulnmbiaf 

Mr. Pbttv. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. I do not understand why they need a treasurer if there be a 
proper provision made elsewhere. Why can not yon act as disbnrsing officer! 

Mr. Petty. 1 am willing to do it if it be put in my hands, bnt tfaey prefer to din- 
bane their own funds. 

The Crairmav. They get this fnnd ikvm approiptiations mad« by Congress and 
yon are the disbursing officer of the District and give bond? 

Mr. Petty. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. What clause wenld make it proper that you should diaburae thia 
money? 

Mr. Petty. I have not been asked to do it, bnt yon could put in a provisioB that the 
''aeoonnts of the Board of Children's Onardiaas shall hereafter be audited by the 
auditor of the District of Columbia. '' That would cover H, This monej^ passes 
through my bands as a matter of form. He signs vouchers to the Commissioners 
and they are referred to me and I have a clerk look through them ; bnt 1 have no 
authority to say to him you should not expend this amount for this purpose or other 
pvrpeses, as tlie "ease may be. 

The Chairman. Could this work be done in connection with yonr other work 
and without extra expense? 

Mr. Petty. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arnold. And without additional bond? 

Mr. Lewis. Without additional bond. This question of the bond was disonaasd 
at the tiaie, bnt Mr. Mann had already given this bond. It had stood half a year, 
and he went to the company to find out if a rebate wonld be given in case the bona 
was reUnqnished and tne matter tamed over to a District officer, and he found no 
rebate would be allowed. His bend expires with the fiscal year. This does not 
mean a perpetuation of the bond, bnt simply to reimburse Mr. Mann for'the money 
w4iioh ke paid eat of his own pocket. 

Mr. Sayers. What position do you occupy? 

Mr. Lvwts. I am agent of the Board. 

Mr. Satsiks. What is yonr salary? 

Mr. Lewis. One thousand six hundred dollars. 

Mr. Saybbs. Do you do anything besides yonr duties as agent? 

Mr. Lewis. I am executive officer of the Board. I have charge of the office of the 
Board. 

Mr. Satbrs. Does this occupy yonr entire time? 

Mr. Lewis. Yes, sir; I have no otiier business or occupation. 

Mr. Livingston. Are yon a citizen of the District? 

Mr. Lewis. No, sir. 

Mr. SAYiERS. Why are these places not given to citizens of the District instead o£ 
to persons living elsewhere? 

Mr. Lewis. Most of them do live here. Mr. Simon Wolf, president of the Board, 
is a citizen of the District. Mr. Mann has citizenship in Massachusetts and can go 
there when he desires to vote. All the other persons on the Board, so far as I know, 
are citizens of the District and live in Washin^n. 

Mr. Livingston. Don't yon think this institution, being entirely local, ought to 
be controlled by people living here, rather than by temporary citizens? 

Mr. Lewis. I do think so and it is so. I happen to live in Montgomery County^ 
Md., and eome into Washington every morning to attend to my business. 
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The actual deficit in the fandB of the Board for adninititratiTe pnrposm for the 
third oaarter of 1896 is $2,896.64. 

At the time the Board made up its reqaeet for a deficiency appropriation we dis- 
caseed the matter as to whether we shoald aak for anything for the administrative 
fand, and it was decided that we wonld not, bocaase it was hoped that the little fnnd 
of $4,000 would be spread over, and do a sufficient amount of work to make the other 
nnneoessary. 

Mr. Sayrbs. How much do yon ask for the administrative fundf 

Mr. Lxwis. Two hundred and sixteen dollars. 

The Chairman. How much has been expendedf 

Mr. Lrwis. More than a quarter of it. 

Mr. Satrrs. How much is required for the administrative fnndf 

Mr. Lrwis. It is $4,000. That ftind is for the purpose of paying salaries, and H 
has nothing to do with the fund for the oaie of children. 

Mr. Satrrs. Your salary comes out of thatf 

Mr. Lrwis. Yes; and the salary of the aseistant. 

Mr. Sayrrs. How much does he getf 

Mr. Lrwis. Sixty-five dollars a month, and the salary of a stenographer cooies oat 
•f that, $35 a month. The rent of offloe is $30 pet months and printing and sundry 
enienses come out of it. 

Mr. SiWYRRS. I did not know that yonr oorrespondence was of snch a. volmsinons 
eharacteo as to require the assistance of a stenographer. 

Mr. Lrwis. We have 300 children under our oSarge, and they are scattered evec a 
large territory. 

Mr. Sayrrs. How large a territory f Are they not mostly in this city f 

Mr. Lrwis. They are m seven different States outside of the District of Coliimbii^ 
Let me explain just here that the work of the Board, of Children's Guardiiuis is,, in a 
word> the distribntion of children — finding them homes in families where they will 
be taken care of without expense of maintenance, but where the Board can visiA 
them and supervise their keeping at least oneea year, ami it is desirable to see many 
•f tkem eftener. That bringa down the expense for the maintenance of children 
Tory much indeed, but it increases the expense of a«l ministration in proportion ta 
the rednetien in the other Ooiid. We have now 300 ohiltlren nnder our gnardiaushlp. 
The average expense of maintenance in institutions is $100 per year, and if we wars 
to cRrli u|»on yon for $106 a year for eaoh of the children which we take care Qi, it 
would necessitate an appropriation which wonld simplv be startling. We have 100 
children for whose maintenance we ai;e paid, and the otner 200 are simply taken oare 
of free, except the expense for supervision, which is p:iid out of the administrative 
fmnl. 

Mr. Ari^old. Where are the children yon supervise f 

Mr. Lrwis. Many of them are in the District of Columbia. Some are in Maryland 
and Virginia, and one is as far south as Lonisiana. 

Mr. North WAY. They are put out in families f 

Mr. Lrwis. Yes, sir. We ask yon to give us $5,378.50, and h^ the cloaoat oal«iila- 
tion that we can make that amount will be needed. 

Hr. Satrrb. How much money do yon aetuaUy expend for the oare of ehildsen, 
R&d how much for administrative purposes f 

Mr. Lrwis. There are $16,000 for the maintenance of children and $4,000 for snpe^ 
vision and care, salaries of officers, and all sundry expenses. 

The Chairman. It takes 20 per cent of the appropriation before the children ean 
gpt any benefit f 

Mr. Lrwis. Not at all. 

The Chairman. We have your estimates as follows: On account of the fiscal year 
1896, $3,801.36; and on account of the fiscal year 1895, $1,698.64, making a total of 
t5,000. Yon have an item to reimburse BIr. Mann, the diabursiag officer, $60 for giv- 
ing his bond. That is all we have in the shape of estimates, is there somethia^ 
additional that yon want to present to the committee f 

Mr. Lrwis. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Have yon presented it to the Commissioners f 

Mr. Lrwis. No, sir. We want to present it, and bring it with their approval. 

The Chairman. What additional, in your judgment, is reouiredf 

Mr. Lrwis. $203.16 to be added to the administrative fund. 

The Chairman. Which has never been submitted before f 

Mr. Lrwis. No, sir. 

The Chairman. As you have not submitted that through the District Commission- 
en, under the law it ought to be submitted to them. In other words, we want the 
iostiniOes, aa the law requires they should be sent in. 

Mr. Sayrks. I understand you to say that the total estimates for 1895 and 180$ 
amount tft $5)000 r 

Mr. Lrwis. They were $5,500 at the time the hoard prei^ased thia-vequeat. 
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Mr. Satkbs. I thoaght yon said $5,000. 

Mr. Pbttt. The exact flgnree are $5,445.45, and $60 for the bond. 
The Chairman. The other $203 is a small matter, bat I snggeat that you address 
a letter to the Commissioners and have them transmit it. 



Wednssday, April IS, 1896. 

DI8TBICT OF COLUMBIA. 

8TATBMBNT OF J. T. PETT7, AXTDITOR OF THB DISTRICT OP 

COIaUBCBIA. 

The Chairman. There are a number of items, beginning on page 90. The first one 
is " National Capital Investment Company, $8,196.'' Does that item rest apon legal 
grounds, or is it simply very desirable f 

Mr. Pbtty. There is no law that aathorizes the appropriation of $10,000 per year 
for the building now occupied by the District offices. The appropriation amounts 
to the sums stated, $7,050 and $8,196, resjpeotively. When the CommisHionerM agreed 
with the National Capital Investment Company for the rent of that building they 
told the representatives of the company that they would give them the rental of 
$10,000 per annum, provided Congress would sanction that agreement. If you do 
not sanction that agreement we are under no obligation to pay any amount more 
than you appropriate. 

Mr. 8AYBR8. What has been paid? 

Mr. Pbtty. The rent has been paid at the rate of $7,660 for one portion of the 
year and $8,196 for the other. That is a combination of all appropriaticms for rent. 
Before we entered the present building we occupied several buildings. 

The Chaibman. They asreed to rent the building for this money, and can the 
building not be rented as it has been? 

Mr. Pbtty. I am afraid they will not allow us to occupy the building any longer 
for tiiat amount of money. 

The Chaibman. I think we do not want to recommend that until that question is 
settled. 

Mr. Pbtty. Very well. • 

The Chairman. 'Mndicial expenses.*' 

Mr. Pbtty. That is a balance of $13.26. We have money to pay for all but this 
amount. The next item is to pay William Herbert Smith for reporting the case of 
£. N. Gray v. The District of Columbia, $13.26. 

The Chaibman. Why do yon want that language used in making this appropriation f 

Mr. Livingston. Why not say balance dnef 

Mr. Pktfy. That would be better. 

The Chaibman. Pages 29 to 31, '< general advertising." 

Mr. Pbtty. As is known to the committee, we have for several years past only 
been allowed $1,900 for advertising, and the* amount required will approximate 
$3,000 annually. I want to say that in this appropriation for advertising there is 
not a single item that is not required by law. There are no "hearings." 

The Chaibman. "Sewers." 

Mr. Petty. That is an increase of the appropriation by $6.61. The appropriation 
itself was authorized by law. 

The Chaibman. They have an item authorized by law, and there was that much 
remaining f 

Mr. Petty. The appropriation for sewers is authorized by law, and we had work 
done amounting to $iS.61 more than the appropriation. The next item is of precisely 
the same character. 

The Chaibman. About this Eokington matterf 

Mr. Petty. That is not authorized by existing law. For several years past Ecking- 
ton has been lighted by a plant owned by Colonel Tmesdell, and the lighting was 
done at his expense ; but Colonel Trnesdell has disposed of his plant, and the com- 
pany which purchased it is not willing to li^ht Eckington for nothing. This appro- 
Jriation is to pay that company for lighting for the months of April, May, and 
nne, $500. 

The Chaibman. There has been a good deal of hubbub about that. 

Mr. Petty. Colonel Tmesdell, as Jnst stated, did it at his own expense heretofore, 
when he owned the plant. Unless this appropriation be granted Ecking^n wUl not 
be lighted at night hereafter. 

The Chaibbian. The next item is for repairing cuts in granolithic pavement. 

Mr. Petty. That item is authorized by existing law. 
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The Chairman. Were the onto made by the District f 

Mr. PsTTY. Thev were made by the gaslight company in erecting lamp-posts. 
The law requires that where the pavements are brick the pm company shall pay the 
ezjiense when oats are made, bat where the paTemeut is granolithic or or other 
patented material the District shall bear the expense. 

The Chairman. The next item is for advertisiDg and conrt expenses touching the 
act in reference to a permanent STstem of highways. 

Mr. PXTTY. The expenses asked for there are advertising and Jnrors' fees, which 
were directed by the court. Of course we have no control over that. 

The Chairman. The Washington Post accontit; is that authorized by lawf 

Mr. Pbtty. It was ordered by the court under this act for the extension of the 
highways. The item for the Evening Star is the same. The conrt directed that the 
advertisement should be inserted in uie Law Reporter and in two daily newspapers. 

Mr. Satkrs. Why was it inserted in the Law Reporter f 

Mr. Pbtty. The court reciuired it. The Law Reporter is for the use of the legal 
fraternity, prinoipaily, I suppose. 

The Chairman. Jurors' iees; is that authorized f 

Mr. Petty. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairbcan. *' Fees for special attorneys for the District of Columbia, $5,000.'' 

Mr. Petty. That is for fees for defending the highway act in the courts at the 
request of the Commissioners. There were eminent lawyers engaged on the other 
side. 

The Chairman. Who is the attorney for the District! 

Mr. Petty. Mr. 8. T. Thomas. 

The Chairman. He is a good lawyer. 

Mr. Petty. Yes; he stands high at the bar. 

The Chairman. Did he take part in those cases f 

Mr. Petty. Yes, sir; he was assisted by these special attorneys. 

The Chairman. Is not $5,000 a rather extravagant fee for thatf 

Mr. Petty. Mr. Worthington, who assisted in those cases, stands very high at the 
bar. 

The Chairman. How much work was there for assistants f 

Mr. Petty. I don't know all that was required, but do know that they were in 
attendance upou the court for a number of days, and defended the cases both in the 
lower courts and the conrt of appeals, and will have to defend them in the Supreme 
Court, to which it is proposed to appeal. This includes services heretofore rendered 
and which may hereafter be rendered. 

The Chairman. When you pay $5,000 you do not want to pay it for services not 
yet rendered. 

Mr. Petty. We will not pay it unless you appropriate it. That is a question we 
did not consider. 

The Chairman. Was there authority to employ this special counsel f 

Mr. Petty. There is no specific law that I know which authorizes it. The Com- 
missioners considered, I believe, that it was in their discretion under this highway 
act. 

The Chairman. It was a question which involved the constitutionality of the 
law, and they got beaten in the cases. 

Mr. Petty. They were beaten in the lower courts. 

The Chairman. It now stands on appeal to the court. 

Mr. Petty. It has been tried in the court of appeals and doubtless will go to the 
Supreme Court. 

Mr. Sayers. Did the attorney of the District ask for the employment of these 
assistants f 

Mr. Petty. I am not sure whether he asked for them or not, but I think probably 
he did. I would not say positively as to that. It might be well to give the Com- 
missioners a hearing on that subject. 

Mr. Sayers. We ought to have regular officers who could take care of the business 
themselves. 

Mr. Arnold. What would be his bill for the services already rendered! 

Mr. Petty. I should say that the services already rendered would be worth two- 
thirds of the amount asked. 

Mr. North WAY. Did he make an argument on the questions of lawf 

Mr. Petty. His argument was on ouestions of law. 

Mr. Northway. I suppose if it haa been a private case he would have been glad 
toget$500r 

Mr. Petty. I do not know what fees he gets in private practice. 

Mr. Livingston. Does this special attorney make $5,000 every few daysf 

Mr. Petty. Mr. Worthington is an eminent lawyer, and I presume he gets good 
fees. 

Mr. Livingston. Which one of the Commissioners has this in charge! 
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Mr. Pktty. It comes under the £n<j^neer CommiMioaer, Mi^or Powell, bat Mr. 
Sow and Mr. Truesdell are also informed upon the eubjeot. 

Mr. LiviNObTON. I think we ought to hear the attorney himself. 

Mr. Petty. Mr. Worthington told me that if there was any question about it ha 
would be pleased to come and explain as to his services. 

Mr. Livingston. What is the name of the attorney for the District f 

Mr. Petty. S. T. Thomas is the attorney for the District. He gets a stated salary 
fi>r anything he may be re<^uired to do for the District. 

Mr. Livingston. What i» the importance of this matter? Why make this addir 
tional expense when there are decisions of two courts against usf 

Mr. Petty. The Commissioners thought it bebt to carry it to the court of last 
zeeort. 

The Chairman. This highway act throws the whole expenses of coostrnoting highf- 
ways upon the adjacent property, and the holders of the property rebolled against 
it. It involves a good manv hunared thousand dollars. 

Mr. Petty. Yes, sir; in the way of exnenKcs and damages. 

The Chairman. You may say to Mr. Tliomas that if he will come up we will give 
him a few miuntes. 

Mr. Pe'ity. I will ask Mr. Thomas to come up and explain it. 

The Chairman. '* Salaries for Janitors," that is authorized by law. 

Mr. Petty. Not exactly. The Janitor of the Business H igh School receives a salarp 
of $900, which was the amount thnt was appropriated for his services in the hi^ 
school when it was in the Miner Building, a 12-room house, and now the high school 
is located in the old District building, an 18-rooni house. Ue asks $1,200 now, instead 
of $900, as before. 

The C11AIK.MAN. His help is paid from another oppmiiriatlon f 

Mr. Petty. He employs assistants at his own expense. An 18-room bnUding 
involves additional work. 

Mr. Sayrrs. It is an increase of salary, and not authorized by law. 

Mr. Peftv. Yes» sir; I so stated. 

The Chairman. Go to the next item. 

Mr. Petty. <* Fuel.'' We would usk you to make that $2,o00« We find $2,500 will 
take us to the end of the year. 

Thfi Chairman. The next item is for furniture. 

Mr. Petty. All the bnihliuj^s for which this ib asked have been erected ami aro 
now waiting for equipment. 

The Chairman. ** Contingent expenses, Dunlap Printing Company, £or printdag 
and binding 2,000 copies of A Physical Laboratory .'' 

Mr. Pbitv. That is an expenditure not authorized by law. The authorities of tb« 
high school had this text book on physical culture prepared, and got it printed by 
Dunlap & Co., who sent in their bill for this amount. I disallowed it on the ground 
that the law only authorized free text-books in grades from one to eight, inolusiTe. 

The Chairmak. There is a law allowing free text-books, yet they made this 
•xpenditure when the law does not authorize it? 

Mr. Petty. I suppose that is the case. 

Mr. Bayers. Who got up this bookf 

Mr. Petty. The principal of the high school^ I believe. 

Mr. Sayers. W^ho pays for the bookf 

Mr. Petty. It has not been paid for. 

Mr. Sayers. When it is pnid for, who gets the money f 

Mr. Petty. The Dunlap Printing Company. 

Mv. Sayers. Does not the author of the biM>k get something; does he not simply 
sell it to the pupils of the school ? 

Mr. Petty. I think not. It is simply to provide afree text-book. I do not believe 
the principal of the school wouhl receive any compensation from this. The sapev^ 
intendent of the school is interested in other publications for the schools, but not in 
this one. 

Mr. Sayers. The superintendent of the public schools is interested in other pali« 
lications which the Government buys for the public schools f 

Mr. Petfy. He is not interested in this one. 

The Chairman. Did the Dunlap Printing Company do this by his authority f 

Mr. Petty. They hail authority from the Commissioners. 

Mr KoRTHWAY. I will ask you whether that couiuany, in good£iiith, printed that 
Vook, supposing there was authority to pa^*, or, if this publication is not paid A>r, 
whether anybody is liable for itf 

Mr. Petty. The expenditure is for printing, in good faith, by the Dunlap Print- 
ing Company, on duly authorized orders^ such as go to them from the Conunissi«n- 
•rs. whenever they have such work to do. 

Mr. North WAY. It was ordered by the Commissioners? 

Mr. Petty. It waa ordered by the school authorities and sanctioned by the Com- 
missioners. 
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The Chairman. It look» as if the Diinlap Printing Company onght to be paid by 
somebofly. 

Mr. Petty. I disallowed the item beoaoae I did not concddee it was a proper pay- 
ment under the law refecred to. 

The Chaikman. SappoBe it is oot appropriated for, oan they recoyer from anybody f 

Mr. Petty. If it is not appropriated for I should call on the principal of the high 
school to find some means* of raising the money. The company oii^ht to be paid. 

Mr. Livingston. Are the District Commissioners in the habit of doing sack 
things— ordering expend! tnres not authorized by lawf 

Mr. Petty. I should say not, as to that. 

The Chaikxaic. The next item is the Prang Educational Company. What ha!V0 
you to say as to that? 

Mr. Petty. That is for some kind of si»eoial papec prepared by order of the super- 
intendent of the public schools and used in the public scnools. 

The C II AIRMAN!. Is that authorized by lawf 

Mr Petty. I would rather yon would see him on that point. I disallowed this 
item several years ago, because I did not consider it was a proper expenditure^ but» 
after hearing Superintendent Powell, the Commissioners decided it was a proper item. 

The CHAIRMAN'. Yon have not allowed ibf 

Mr. Petty. The bill was for more than $600, and all of it has boea paid except this 
balance. This paper is bought every year. 

Mr. Sayrks. What kind of paper is itf 

Mr. Petty. It is specially prepared paper required for teaching the children dii^ 
&rent shades of color, and. how to make geometrical figures, and so forth, 

Mr. Sayeks. Is it part of the free text-book matte rf 

Mr. Petty. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sayers. If we do not appropriate for this you will stop baying f 

Mr. Pbti'Y. That is very apt to be the efi'ect of such action 

The CuAiRMAJBT. The next item is to transfer unexpendi'd balance. How much is 
that transfer? 

Mt. Petty. It amounts to about $4,800. The Commissioners are very desirous of 
fittinf^ up quarters for the chief of the fire department in the new No. 2 engine house. 
That IS a mere transfer. 

DISTRICT MIIJTIA. 

Mr. Sayers. I desire Mr. Pettv to submit to the subcommittee the elanse of the 
law In regard to. the control of the expenses under the head of the District Militia. 

Mr. Petty read the following extract iroiu the District appropriation bill for the 
year ending June 30, 1895: 

'*And no contract shall be made or Liability incurred under appropriations for the 
miUtia of the District oi' Colujuhia beyond the sums herein appropriated.'' 

Mr. Petty. The luw above qnot«d has been in force since March 3, 1891. This lau- 
guage has been put in every bill. I hold thut he should make requisitions om all 
other heads of Departments are required to do, and that no expemliture should \m 
made which was not previously authorized. 

Mr. Sayeks. What amendment do you suggest? 

Mr. Petty. General Ordw.-iy holds that he can not make speoitic requisitions in 
advance, and that the organic act gives him control uf the expenditures in a measure. 
If we are to be held accountable for expenses of the militia^ it ought to be provided 
that hereafter all contracts involving expenditures on account of the militia slumld 
be made by the Commissioners of the District, and that the appro|>riation should be 
disbursed on vouchers based ufton requisititm-s previously approved by them. 

The Chairman. It seems to me your law, which you have Just read, dearly pro- 
rides that way now. 

Mr. Petty. That is my understanding of it. 

The Chairman. The law does not go so far as the clause which you suggest, but 
if you put that in it will be a recognition of these prior deficiencies. 

Mr. Petty. I will report to the Commissioners in reference to tlmt matter. The 
ergaaic act~<so0tioa 39 of the law of March 1,1889 — places the keeping of the prop- 
erty and the duty of proTiding ro<mis for the instructiouof the officers and members 
of the miUtia and the storage of public property under the Quartermaster-CVeneral, 
Undes that law he makes contracts for the rent of rooms for the mUitia, which coor 
tracts tite Commissioners approve as a matter of form. 

Mr. Arsold, He is not subordinate to the Commissioners at allf 

Mr. Petty. No, sir. 

The Clerk. This law to which Mr. Petty refers was passed in 1889, and, notwitk* 
standio<3: the act of Congress, the appropriations weut on and defieieuei«4 were 
incurred. Senator Plumb expressed a good deal of irritatioa about the matter^ and 
he wrote that into the District bill. 
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The Chairman. It there not some place in the District bill where this might goff 

Mr. Pbtty. This could be added to the District bill in the Senate. 

The Chairman. I do not know why it can not be. 

Mr. Satbrs. I saffffeet that Mr. Petty go over and ask that that be done. 

Mr. Petty. I will do so. Under section B8 the Commissioners have no discretion 
as to estimates. 

Mr. Satxrs. I wish to ask yon something abont the building which was rented 
by General Ordway on K street, and I will ask you to give a full explanation of it. 

Mr. Pktty. This was under a contract made with the owners of Convention Hall 
to rent the hall as a drill room for the militia during eight months of the year, on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Saturdavs, at an annual rental of $4,500, the lessors reserv- 
ing the right to its use during the year of any twenty of the nights named in the 
lease, in consideration of heating and lighting the hall and lighting the armory 
adjoining. Between October 21, 1895, and March 2, 1896, the Market Company used 
the hall forty-six of the nights named in the lease, excluding the militia, organiza- 
tions of which sought on different occasions to enter, but were positively refused 
admittance. The mill has been used as a skating rink since January 5, 189(i. 

Mr. Savers. Is General Ordway a stockholder and officer in that company f 

Mr. Pbtty. He is one of the stockholders and is vice-president of the company 
which owns the hall. I paid one or two m«mths' vouchers before I knew that th» 
lease had been violated. When I learned of its violation I held up the Touchers for 
the rent, and I propose to hold them up until the account is made to mv satisfac- 
tion. I am advised that the militia have not had the privilege of drilling regu- 
larly in that ball since last Novemlier, and will not have until the middle of the 
present month. 

Mr. Sayers. Do I understand you to say that General Ordway, representing the 
Government, and that company, of which he was a stockholder and vice-presiaent, 
rented this building for use on Mondavs, Tuesdays, and Saturdays of each week 
during the months of October, November, December, January, Febmarv, March, 
April, and May, and notwithstanding that contract between General Ordway as » 
representative of the Government and that company, in which he was a stockholder 
and vice-president, that that company has violated the contract and refused permis- 
sion to the militia to use that bunding regularly during the time stipulated in the 
con tract f 

Mr. Petty. That is the fact. 

Mr. Sayers. And yet bills were rendered for the rentf 

Mr. Petty. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Has it been necessary for General Ordway to approve the bills f 

Mr. Petty. The bills that have been paid up to January 1, were approved by 
him as brigadier-general commanding the District militia. 

Mr. Sayers. The bills were paid, but the hall was not usedf 
. Mr. Petty. The bills were approved by General Ordway and paid by me before I 
knew the facts. 

Mr. Sayers. General Ordway made a contract as brigadier-general for the renting 
of this building f 

Mr. Petty. Gsneral Ordway approved the contract made by the quartermaster- 
general of the militia. 

Mr. Sayers. He is brigadier-general of the militia f 

Mr. Petty. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sayers. The contract had to be made with General Ord way's approval f 

Mr. Petty. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Rayers. Did these accounts for rent have to be jiresented for General Ord way's 
approval f 

.Mr. Petty. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sayers. The contracts were made by the companv with General Ordway's 
approval, and bills were presented and paid for a part of the time that the militia 
dia not have this hall f 

Mr. Petty. That is the case as I am informed. 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. Were you informed of this proceeding? 

Mr. Petty. No, sir; not until I found it out through the newspapers, and then I 
sent a District inspector to investigate in regard to the use of the hall. The inspector 
reported that the militia had b^n excluded at times when they were entitled to 
have the occupancy of the hall. I then refosed payment, and propose to refhse 

Eayment until the rishts of the Government are fully protected in the matter. I 
ad an interview with General Ordwav in February, I think, and he promised to 
investigate the matter. The vouchers for January and February he has declined to 
approve. 
The Chairman. Who appointed General Ordway f 
Mr. Petty. The President of the United States. 
The Chairman. When was he appointed? 
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Mr. Petty. He wm appointed at the time of the organisation of the Distrioi 
militia. 

The Chairman. Has the Preeident the power to remoTe himf 

Mr. Petty. Ye«, air. 

The Chairman. Why don*t yon preeent the facts to the President? 

Mr. Petty. We have not considered that as yet. 

Mr. Saykrs. I am goinff to move a resolntion that the chairman of this committee 
he requested to transmit to the President of the United States a copy of these pro- 
ceedings, and call his special attention to them. 

The Chairman. Ton nave had no information from General Ordway as to why 
this was donef 

Mr. Petty. It is now under investigation between General Ordway and the Com- 
missioners. 

The Chairman. What did the militia do for a drill room f 

Mr. Petty. They had no proper place in which to drill so far as I know. 

The Chairman. That being the tact, what is there to be investigated f 

Mr. Petty. General Ordway requested time for consideration of the matter, and 
we are giving him time. 

Mr. Sayeks. Did yon say to him that we wanted to see him before this committee t 

Mr. Petty. I did. I told him that it was important that he should be here before 
this committee to explain these items, and ne said he was compelled to go t» 
Hew York. 

MISCBIXANBOCJB. 

The Chairman. Police court. Is that ascertained f 

Mr. Petty. Those expenditures have all been legally incurred. 

The Chairman. Writs of lunacy f 

Mr. Petty. Authorized by law. 

The Chairman. Heslth department; to pay W. S. Odell. Is that authorized? 

Mr. Petty. No. sir. I will have to make a personal explanation as to that. It i» 
my custom, as auditor, to have the checks maae out for the employees of the District 
a week in advance of pay day and to deliver them on the last day of the month. Mr. 
Odell applletl for his check on the 23d of February, and the pay clerk declined te 
give it to him. He then came to me with the plea that he was in trouble, and 
appealed to me, on the ground that he was an old soldier, to give him his check. He 
was not a personal friend of mine, but I knew him by reputation as a prominent 
Grand Army man and former applicant for the office of Commissioner. I said to him^ 
''I have been a soldier myself and feel a sympathy for that class, and will give yon 
your check in advance of the last day of the mouth.'' On the afternoon of that day 
I found that he had been removed. He was not entitled to pay beyond the date of 
removal. It is a n^atter for the committee to say whether or not 1 shall pay it. 

The Chairman. Emergency fund ; to pay O. G. Staples for rent of Willard Hallf 

Mr. Petty. Tliat is something I can not say much about. Mr. Staples gave Willard 
Hall for use by the coroner's Jury which investigated Ford's Theater disaster for 
the periqd often days. I liuderstood that Mr. Staples tendered the use of the hall 
gratuitously, as a public-spirited citizen, and I knew nothing different until months 
afterwards, when ne made a claim for rent, and said that it was authorized by the 
Commissioners. No Commissioner gave an order for it, verbally or otherwise, but 
we thought that the coroner had probabljr accepted an invitation to occupv the hall* 
Mr. Staples, however, has made an affidavit that the hall was engaged regularly, and 
that the amount is due and ought to be paid. 

The Chairman. Was there apy authority to rent the hallf 

Mr. Petty. We had no legal authority to rent it, but I suppose in an emergency 
we would have been Justified in doing so. 

Mr. Nokthway. It was used for twenty daysf 

Mr. Petty. Yes, sir. Ten dollars a day is not an extravagant rental. 

The Chairman. Does Mr. Staples's affidavit say who authorized itf 

Mr. Petty read the affidavit of Mr. Staples and a letter from ex-Commissioner 
M. M. Parker. 

The Chairman. Repairs of the Jail. 

Mr. Petty, lliat is asked by the Attorney-General. It is very necessary, I believe* 

The Chairman. Washington Asylum. 

Mr. Petty. That is for sand furnished. 

'llie Chairman. Board of Children's Guardians. 

Mr. Petty. Yon have requested me to submit a clause for that, and I suggest tho 
following: 

" Prortdedf That hereafter all expenditures on account of the Board of Children'a 
Guardians shall be made bv the Commissioners of the District of Columbia upon 
itemized vouchers approved by the auditor of the District and certified by tho 
Commissioners." * 
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Mr. NoRTHWAT. That limito existing law. 

Mr. Petty. Yes, sir; it is to dispense with the services of a treasurer. 

Mr. Saykrs. Reform School for Girls. 

Mr. Pktty. That is to pay the salary of a treasurer. 

Mr. Saykrs. Does the law aathodze the payment of a treasurer at the Reform 
School for Girls f 

Mr. Pktty. The act estahlishiog a reform sehool for hojs anthorizea a treasurer, 
and the act establishing a reform sehool for girls, says that the law establishing a 
reform school for boys ^all be applicable to the Reform School fur Girls. 

Mr. Sayrbs. Why should not the auditor for the District make this disbursement f 

Mr. Petty. I believe it would be more agreeable to the Reform School for Gtrlfe^ 
Just as it is more agreeable for the Reform School for Boys» to have their own treaa- 
nrer. I could disburse the money for both institutions if re<iiiired to do so.. 

Mr. Sayers. Why can not that be donej these are public ijmtitations is thia Dis- 
trict, and why shoold each have a disbursing officer f 

Mr. Pktty. Yon have already a treaanrer authorized for the Biiys' £teform School. 

Mr. Saykrs. Suppose we make It read that hereafter the District auditor shall 
disburse all this money. 

Mr. Pktty. It can be done if yon* desire it. 

The Chairman. Will yon prepare and hand to the olerk a clause fitting both the 
lioys and the girls* reform schools f 

Mr. Petty. I will. 

Mr. Arnold. Are the treasurers of these institutions salaried officials? 

Mr. Petty. The treasurer for the Reform School for Boya is a salaried official, and 
this proposes to make the office of treasurer for the GirW Reform School a salaried 
place. 

The Chairman. When was this disbursing offloar for the^ Girls' Reform School 
appointed f 

Mr. Petty. That officer is a lady who has been acting since the 1st of January. 

The Chairman, rhen let us muster her out of office after the paasage of thia act. 
The next is the Freedmen'a Hospital. 

Mr. Petty. 1 would make that $125» instead of $147.80. The next item is all riglit; 
these Judgments are all authorized by law. 

The Chairman. Excise board. 

Mr. Petty. That is an expenditure that was omisidered by the excise board to be 
in the interest o( the public. They sent one of their agents to every wholesale and. 
netail liquor dealer in the District of Columbia t«) purchase a sample of whisky and 
gin from each oue for analysis, so as to asoertein if dealers were selling liquors that 
were impure, with the understanding that if they fonnd anyone so offering li(|uorB 
he woulct be reftisod a license. They spent $300 in that way. 

The Chairman. Redemption of tax-sale certificates. 

Mr. Petty. That is nti appropriation that should be made» Mr. Spraazy bought 
• piece of property, but failed to receive a certificate of sale, and afterward* the sale 
was set aside. This is to entitle him to a refund of the money. 

Mr. NoRTHWAY. We hnd something of that kind in the District bilL 

Mr. Petty. That was another case — a certificate filed by Mir. Isaac Lions. 

The Chairman. Water department. 

Mr. Pktty. The situation in regard to- that is thia^ Chief Engineer Pecry, of the 
United States Navy, was requested by the CommisMonecs of the Distract to siipei^ 
Tiae the trial of a pumping engine to test it as an expert, and he called upon ao engi^ 
neer to assist him, and the propo<«ition Is to pay the assistant, Mr. Kaemmerling^ 
$10 a day for fifteen da^s' service. 

The Chairman. He la a Government official, dm wing a regular salary, and when 
lie was doing this he was not doing anything else. 

Mr. Petty. It was on that ground that I disaUowed the claim. 

The Chairbian. Contingent expenses. 

Mr. Petty. Five dollan and twelve cents. 

EXTENSION OF HIGHWAYS, DISTRICT OV COLUMBIA. 

STAanaMBKT of MR. a. a. xHOMAat DiarRicr ATTORmnr. 

The Chairman. You are attorney for the District of Columbia f 

Mr. Thomas. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. In litigation touching the highway legislation, in which thoM is 
jMked an additional appropriation, there is an item to pay Mr. Worthington and Ms. 
MaddoK fees as special attorneya of the Dietrict $5,000. Upon what authority were 
they employed f 

Mr. Thomas. I do not know that there was any express authority of law to 
employ them. The Commissioners employed them upon my representattmL that tiie 
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litigation that was likely to entne in the diapesitioD of that cIhab of cases wonld 
conaame more time and attention than my office with its already too much bnsi- 
neaa was able to give. The highway law reonired, as yon may remember, after the 
filing of the maps, the Commissioners should proceed at once to execnte the law aa 
far as the snbdivisions were concerned to be located; and there tamed out to be a 
^eat number of these subdivisions, thirty- seven or forty, 1 think, in the first sec- 
tion of the map. The statute required a judge with a jury to be in attendance for 
the trial of those cases, and they were to be tried, as any ordinary civil case should 
be, by a jury : and to proceed in that way would require a single judge and jury 
and counsel the year around, and it occurred to me that the District counsel waa 
not equal to that duty in connection with other duties. 

The Chairman. How many assiatants have yonf 

Mr. Thomas. 1 have two assistants, one for the police court and onb who avtenda 
to general business. 

"Hie Chairman. Have yon power to have additional assistants t 

Mr. Thomas. No; nothing in the law. 

The Chairman. Is there not as muoh power to employ additional assistants aa in 
this oasef 

Mr. Thomas. Just about, I think. 

The Chairman. How many cases did they tryf 

Mr. Thomas. They tried one case, the Dennison-Layton case, as it is called. These 
gentlemen did not attend to the details of that; I attended to the details myself. 

The Chairman. So you did the real work on the case which took the time and 
attention f 

Mr. Thomas. On three or four occasions they came in there, Mr. Worthington^ 
and made some argument on the constitutional question involved. He had been con- 
nected with the drafting of the original law. 

The Chairman. How macb time was spent by those gentlemen on the trial of this 
caaef 

Mr. Thomas. I do not believe they spent ten days altogether. 

The Chairman. And only one of them, or two? 

Mr. Thomas. Well, most of the time only one of them. 

The Chairman. The truth about the matter is this, is it not, Mr. Thomas, that the 
attorney for the District attended to all these details, prepared the ease, and tried 
the case, and that these gentlemen assisted in the argument practically covering the 
qaestionas to the constitutionality of the lawf 

Mr. Thomas. That is it, sir. 

The Chairman. Did you make the brief^ or did they make itf 

Mr. Thomas. They made the brief to the conrt of api>ealB. 

The Chairman. And probablv ten days would cover all their services f 

Mr. Thomas. I should think, nom first to last, ten days wonld cover all the services* 

The Chairman. Their services have closed in connection with this case f 

Mr. Thomas. Tea, sir; the conrt of appeals haa the case. 

The Chairman. That ends itf 

Mr. Thomas. That ends it if they should affirm Judge Cox. 

The Chairman. Judge Cox 

Mr. Thomas. Decided against it. 

Tlie Chairman. Do you expect it to go to the court of last resort f 

Mr. Wilson. I think so, but whether the Commisaioners wiU consider it neces- 
sary to do that or not I do not know. 

The Chairman. Well, the same brief substantially covers the case in the Supreme 
Court? 

Mr. Thomas. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. There is an item here for William Herbert Smith fbr r^orting 
testimony; did he report a lot of testimony f 

Mr. Thomas. Ohj^es ; he reported the testimony of forty or fifty witnesaea. 

The Chairman. That would be probably the ordinary stenographic feest 

Mr. Thomas. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Were there several cases? 

Mr. Thomas. Oh, yes; well, vou want to understand this Dennison-Lay ton subdi- 
vision oomjprised some eighty-iour pieces of propertv and about sixty owners, and 
they came m there and had counsel and everybody had something to say about it; 
it was a peculiar condition of things. 

The Chairman. You understand this to be the ordinary stenographic feesf 

Mr. Thomas. I think that is the ordinary stenographic fees that are reasonable 
and proper. 

The Chairman. Covering how many day's work? 

Mr. Thomas. This case ran over three or four weeks, and the owner of every piece 
of property insisted upon coming in and having a lawyer, and witnesses being heard, 
and t^e court was pretty liberal in allowing them to be heard. 

The Chairhan. We are very muoh oblig^ to you, Mr. Thomas. 
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FRED T. DUBOIS, DBLKOATB FROM IDAHO IN 1890. 

STATBlCBlfT OF HON. BDOAR WZI.80N, A RBPRZISENTATIVE FROM 
THB 8TATB OF IDAHO. 

Mr. WiUBON. Mr. ohAirmim And gentlemen of the committee: If the oommittee 
can hear me for a few minutes I will state my matter. 

The Chairman. We will be glad to hear yon. 

Mr. Wilson. This item, which I will explain very briefly, is to pay Senator Dubois, 
from the State of Idaho, who was a Delegate in Congress when the State was admitted 
into the Union, the balance of his salary as a Delegate in Congress, which was taken 
from him by yirtne of the State's admission into tne Union, July 3, 1890. His term 
as Delegate wouM have expired March 4, 1891, so there was jnst two- thirds of the 
year remaining when the State was admitted into the Union and his term was thus 
ont short, and I ask tbe committee to insert in this general deficiency bill that item 
for two- thirds of his salary. 

Mv reason for doing this is because Congress has already taken action in an abso- 
lutely identical case and has allowed the account. Of course you know Congress is 
not a body which meets to-day and not again, but it is a continuing body, and 
establishes precedents, and those precedents are usually followed. The precedent 
established in this case was established in the Seventh Congress, ninety-four years 
ago. That question was referred to in the case which arose in the Fifty-first Con- 
gress, the case for the payment to George A. Mathews, who was elected a Delegate 
from the Territory of Dakota, and while he was holding his seat as Delegate from 
that Territory that Territory was created into two States and admitted to the Union 
with four Senators and three Representatives, and notwitRstauding the fact those 
four Senators and three Representatives were drawing the salary, George A. Mathews 
was allowed in the Fifty-tirst Congress his full claim for the balance of the saluy 
which he would have received as Delegate from that Territory bad it not been admit- 
ted into the Union as two States. 

When that case was before the Fifty- first Congress the case of the Seventh Con- 
gress was cited, and the case in the Fifty-first Congress was debated at length, occu- 
pying several pages of the Record, which I have hero, and it seems to me, gentle- 
men, that it is not necessary to go into it at length, bat to state that the case of Mr. 
Mathews is absolutely on all fours with this case: there is not a particle of difference 
In principle. It is simply whether you will follow that precedent or ov«;rrule it. 
The question was debated in the Congressional Record, volume 111, Fifty-first Con- 
gress, first session, beginning froui pa^e 8288 to and including i)age 8294. 

Now, this was not a party question m that Congress. It was advocated by some 
Republicans and opposed by some Republicans, and it was advocated by some Dem- 
ocrats and opposed by some. Some of the conspicuous Members who debated the 
case and gave their reasons in the Record were General Henderson, of Illinois: Gen- 
eral Henderson, of Iowa, who had charge of the bill ; Mr. Breckinridge, of Kentucky, 
in quite an elaborate discussion, and Mr. Springer, of Illinois; and they followed by 
an analogy the cimc of a deceased Member who dies during his term. Congress has 
uniformly appropriated his salary to his widow or to his heirs, and Mr. Springer 
antly puts the case in saying it put a premium on death, and for his part he preferred 
the Member living; that Mr. Mathews had labored zealously for the admission of the 
State, knowing full well it would cut short his salary as Delegate, and be would suf- 
fer the result of his zeal in that direction. That is exactly the case at bar. Senator 
Dubois labored zealously for the admission of the State into the Union, and as a 
consequence his salary was cut short. 

Mr. North WAY. Was he immediately elected Senator! 

Mr. Wilson. Not immediately ; there were three Senators elected. He was elected 
a Senator to take his seat on March 4. 1891. 

Mr. North WAY. At the time when his term as Delegate would have expired? 

Mr. WiLSOj;^ Yes ; so there has been a lapse there of the very period I ask this 
item to be inserted for. 

The Chairman. About eight months? 

Mr. Wilson. Just exactly eight months from July 3, 1890, to March 3, 1891. The 
Fifty-first Congress concluded that claim was proper and enacted it into law, and it 
is a part of the statutes to-day. This is the whole case, gentlemen, unless you want 
to ask some questions. • The item is just two thirds of his salary, to a day. 

The Chairman. Is that one of our files of the Record? 

Mr. Wilson. No; I got this from the little private library of the House. 

The Chairman. You have given the pages, etc., to the steno^apher? 

Mr. Wilson. Yes, sir. I thank you, gentlemen, for my hearing. 
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RBPORTBBS OF DBBATB8 AKD COMMITTBK 8TKNO0RAPHBR8, KKIMBUB8RMBNT OF. 

8TATEBCBNT OF MR. JOHN H. WHITE, OFFICIAL RHPORTBR OF 
DSBATB8, HOU8B OF REPRE8BNTATIVE8. 

lir. Whitb. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, 1 wonld like, with 
yonr consent, in behalf of my aeeociatee, the official reporters of the House, to make 
a brief statement. 

Yon understand that in getting out the debates of the House and preparing them 
for the Public Printer so as to enable the Record to be published daily, we are com- 
pelled to employ clerical assistance not contemplated when the preseut system was 
adopted; and for a period of ten or twelve years nast Congress has almost inva- 
riably allowed us reuayment for the sums so expended. Beginning with 1889, and 
once or twice preceding that, but eontinuing from that time up to now without 
variation, they have allowed us the expense we have thus incurred, or a portion of 
the expense, not all of it, because this account must be made up before the close of 
the session ; and for the remainder of the session, of course, we can not get any pay, 
or have not received any heretofore. 

In this Congress we have been able to out down the expense very materially by 
the use of graphophones, phonographs, etc. Heretofore our expenses were a dollar 
a column ; that is to say, we paid that sum for writing up the Record and getting 
it rea<ly for the Printing Office. It was uecesnary, in order to get out the debates 
in time, fur each reporter to h:ive two shorthand writers employed, to whom we 
formerly paid $1 a column of the Record for their work of transcribing, and the 
result was that frequently, when there was a prolonged session of the House, last- 
ing, say, six or "eight hours, we were compelled to pay out more than we received 
for salary. Congress has, as I have said, always reimlmrsed us this expenditure. 

For this session we respectfully ask that we be allowed the sum of $650 each. 
Last year it amounted to $1,500 each, as we had an extra session, and we were pay- 
ing under the old system. This year, as you will note, this expense has been reduced 
very greatly for the reason stated, and up to this time the expenses have been but 
a little over the amount stated. 

The Chairman. What is the estimate for expenditnres for the balance of the yearf 

Mr. White. We have not included that in this statement at all. 

The Chairman. You expect to include that a year from uowf 

Mr. White. Yes; we are going to ask that you allow us that difference hereafter. 
We have not put it in here now. 

The Chairman. This is only the expendituretfor this timef 

Mr White. Yes; up to this time. On the same basis as this the expenditure will 
be about $30 a week for each week from now on. 

The Chairman. I presume it is better to make an allowance to date and let the 
next deficiency bill take care of the other 

Mr. White. I have prepared a brief statement in writing, which covers the ground 
of the request, and with your consent I will tile it with the stenographer. 

House of Representatives, April 15, IS96. 

Sir : At the request of my associates, the official reporters of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, I desire to submit for your consideration the following request for an item 
to be inserted in the deficiency appropriation bill for this session of Congress in the 
following words: 

*<To reimburse the official reporters of debates of the House of Representatives 
for extra clerical services and amanuensis work during the present session of Con- 
gress, six hundred and fifty dollars each; and to J. J. Cameron, assistant official 
reporter, two hundred and forty dollars; in all, three thousand four hundred and 
ninety dollars." 

Since the Fifty-first Congress, and during that Congress, an allowance has been 
made by tne Committee on Appropriations for the clerical service necessary in 
getting out the debates of Congress in time for the Congressional Record. 

Under the system which prevailed up to the beginning of the Forty -third Con- 
gress these debates were under the contract system. The contractors provided the 
necessary clerical service for getting them out and preparing them for the Printing 
Office. From the time that the official reporters were made officers of the House, 
at the beginning of the Forty-third Congress and down to the present time. Congress 
has at times, when attention was called to this matter, allowed for this expenditure 
on our part. This has been done continuoasly since the Fift^-first Congress. 

We respectfully ask, therefore, in the deficiency bill for this session, that the same 
provision be inserted, except as to amoant, as was contained in the appropriation 
Dills for several years past. 

Very respectfully, etc., Jno. H. White, 

Official BepwrUr House of Iiepre»entaHve§. 

Hon. Joseph O. Cannon, 

Chairman of Committee on Appropriation^^ House of Representatives. 
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FOREIGN MAILS. 

8TATBMBNT OF MR. C. NEILSON, SECOND ASSISTANT 
POSTMASTBR-OENERAL. 

The Chairman. On page 66 yon sabmit $80,000 for foreign mails, balance dae under 
foreign postal treaty. Isit asoertainedf 
Mr. Neilson. It is a dififerenoe in weight. We underestimated the weight. 
The Chairman. That is ascertained? 
Mr. Neilson. Tes, sir. 

CUSTOMS service. 

STATEMENT OF MR. C. S. HAMLIN, ASSISTANT SECRETARY OP 

THE TREASURT. 

The Chairman. Ton have an item of $1,150,000 for collecting the revenue fh>m 
customs. There seems to be a considerable iuorease here, and the committee thought 
that we would like to have you sav something as to the necessity for it. 

Mr. Hamlin. In anticipation of that question I have had prepared a detailed 
statement showing the increase in the expense of collecting the revenue at certain 
ports for the period of nine months of the present fiscal year, as compared with nine 
months of the fiscal year 1895. I have gone over every item and noted the caosea 
of the increase. I have taken it from the principal ports, so that you can dearly see 
how it compares with the expenses of last year. Formerly we had $7,000,000, made 
up of the permanent specific appropriation of $5,500,000 and the permanent indefi- 
nite appropriation of certain miscellaneous receipts which used to amount to about 
$1,500,000 annually. If we had one lamp sum, say of $7,000,000, there would be no 
deficiency, and we would know what we had to depend upon. 

The Chairman. Does it result from the decrease of the amount that you here^ 
tofore availed yourself off 

Mr. Hamlin. In a slight measure, it does. The misoellaneouBreoeiptsare decreas- 
ing every year. We used to fill in with the miscellaneous receipts. Those receipts 
last year were $641 JOOO. 

The Chairman. Do you estimate the receipts for nine months f 

Mr. Hamlin. The amount is the aotual receipts, $445,000 to date t<his year. These 
Dsceipts to April 1 show a flailing off, roughly, 1 should say, of $30,000. 

Then there has been an increase, as this table shows, at the principal ports of the 
country, and the reason is that for the last seven or eight years the customs serv- 
ice has been inadequate, and we have not had enough men to do the work. We 
have been going[ f^om hand to mouth, a« it were, although a large proportion of oar 
force is in the civil service. 

The Chairman. The miscellaneous receipts^actual and estimated, are $30,000 lesa 
this year than last year. Last year you had $770,000 deficiency, and now you submit 
$1,150,000 deficiency, which is nearly $400,000 more than last year, afber making 
allowance for the decrease in the miscellaneous receipts. It seems to us that theae 
are exceptional increases, and that is what we want to aek you about. 

Mr. Hamlin. I have explained that in detail in this table [handing the paper to 
the chairman]. 

The Chairman. I notice that at Tampa, Fla., there is an inspector, at $8 per day, 
one storekeeper, night inspectors, messenger, and one engineer. In the note you say 
this port is j^owing in importance, by reason of the importations of tobacco. What 
were those importations for the year 1895 f 

Mr. Hamun. I have not that with me; but I can give it to you, if ^ou desire. 
Many articles have been put on the free list. That makes no difference in the 
expenses, as we have to examine the free goods as well as the dutiable goods. 

The Chairman. I notice that you have increased the compensation of one clerk 
£rom $4 per day to $1,800 per annum, and another from $4 per day to $1,600 per 
annum. The rent has Increased $840 per annum. 

Mr. Hamlin. We have the reports for each of those increases, if you desire them. 

The Chairman. I want to know the total importation of dutiable goods and those 
on the free list at Tampa, Fla., for the fiscal years 1893, 1894. 1895, and for the first 
eight months of 1896. in other words, I want the hiertory oi the receipts and dis- 
bursements of Tampa, Fla. 

Mr. Hamun. Would you not like that as to the other ports f 

The Chairman. I will tell you in a moment, when I look over this paper. Does 
tiiis give the total f 

Mr. Hamlin. No, sir; there is to be subtracted from that another table showingr 
the savings at different ports. 
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The Chairman. I woaUl be glad to have it in as short a space as you can make it 
for the years and months named, giving the imports, free and dntiable, and the dates 
of the increases of salaries. Increases of salary seem to run through the list. 

Mr. 8AYKR8. When was this permanent appropriation of $5,500,000 madef 

Mr. Hamlix. It was a number of years ago, lo72, 1 think. 

Mr. Sayers. Will it be too much trouble to you to prepare for me a statement show- 
ing year by year, in tabulated form, and up to the 1st day of January, 1896, the 
amount of resources of every kind which were available for expenditure in payment 
of expenses of collecting the revenue from customs f I will call your attention to 
the fact, so as to enable you to make that statement, that on page 10 of the hear- 
ings before the subcommittee on the urgent deficiency bill you have given for the 
fiscal yeaf 1895 such a statement as will save you trouble in making it up to that 
date, including 1895 and beginning with 1871. I would be ^lad if you would call my 
attention in writing to this statement when you furnish it, giving the date of the 
laws which led to a decrease of those revenues, and everything in(lependeut of the 
permanent appropriation of $5,500,000. 

In other words, give us, in as concise a space as possible, a tabular statement or an 
explanation of why the miscellaneous receipts have been steadily declining and 
what laws have been enacted to bring about those conditions. It is quite an impor- 
tant matter, for when our deficiencies were under $500,000 it was not absolutely 
necessary that we should have this ; but now that it has run up to over $1,000,000, 
the House may desire to have this information, and I would be glad if you could 
make your statement full and complete. , 

Mr. Hamlin. Then suppose I take some of the ports, like New York, and give the 
items of increase f 

Mr. Sayers. Let that be independent of what Mr. Cannon has called for, but let 
it accompany his paper. 

Mr. Hamlin. If the committee would like it I will give the actual receipts in some 
of the other cities and show it in detail. 

The Chairman. There is an increase of $400,000 for 1896 over the deficiency of 
last year; and I particularly want that increase explainetl — how much of it is due 
to additional employees, how muoh to increases of salary, and tbe places where those 
additional salaries are paid. 

Mr. Hamlin. You want to know how much is the increaHe of salary, how much 
the increase of employees, the places where they occur, and the necessity therefor? 

Mr. Sayers. That information goes to explain the difierence between the deficiency 
of 1895 and the deficiency of 1896. 

Mr. Hamun. Certainly. I can furnish this within two or three days. 

Mr. Sayers. We want to re]>ort this bill to the full committee on Friday morning. 

(The foregoing information was furnished by Mr. Hamlfn, and appears in the report 
to the House on the general deficiency bill.) 

The Chairman. There has been appropriated for the actual traveling expenses of 
this conference of appraisers. If this were dropped out could yon pay it from the 
general appropriation f Would the Comi)iroller interfere with you f 

Mr. Hamlin. I have some doubts about that. 

The Chairman. The law provides for these meetings. 

Mr. Hamlin. Only by your approimation. 

The Chairsian. This amount has been expended. 

Mr. Hamlin. These are the actual traveling expenses which have already been 
incurred. 

Mr. Hamlin submitted the following paper: 

Treasury Department, Office of the Secretary, 

Jrashington, 1), C. April Jo, 1896, 

Statement of deficiency of appropriation for expenttte of the conference of local appraisers 
held in Xew York in January, 1S95. 

Maurice Rohrhcimer, United States appraiser at Cleveland $110. 30 

James E. Tucker, United States appraiser at San Francisco 78. 50 

Henry J. Schulte, United States appraiser at Cincinnati 99. 10 

Simon C. Karrer, Un ite<l States appraiser at Detroit 87. 00 

James McCaifery, United States appraiser at St. Louis 114. 75 

Total ; 489.65 

The foregoing deficiency was caused in part by the unusual length of time neces- 
sary to consider the numerous important questions that arose before the conference, 
and partially because of the necessity for the attendance of a greater number of 
appraisers than usual, incident to the importance of the questions to be considered. 
DBF 4 
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Statement of deficiency of appropriation for expenses of conference of local appraisers, Md 

in New Yctrk in 1896, 

Jas. McCaifery, appraiser, St. LonU, Mo $122.85 

Henry J. Schulte, appraiser, Cincinnati, Ohio 107. 20 

Louis D. Voltz, appraiser, Buffalo, N. Y 66.00 

Maurice Rohrheimer, appraiser, Cleveland, Ohio 1(^. 00 

Edward C. Russell, appraiser, Portland, Oreg 282.00 

Robert R. Kruger, acting appraiser, Kansas City, Mo 131. 75 

Jas. E. Tucker, acting appraiser, San Francisco Cal 67. 50 

Total 882.30 

COMMISSARY HANDBOOK. 

STATEMENT OF BRIG. GEN. M. R. MORGAN, COMMISSART- 
GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE. 

The Chairman. On page 76 you have an item for binding the Manual for Army 
Cooks, 3,000 copies. 

General Morgan. The appropriation for the armv cook book has been granted in 
the army appropriation bill, so that that is settled. The other item, however, the 
Commissary Handbook, has not been appropriated for, and it is now all completed 
and ready for binding, and has been sent to the Secretary of War for approval, w^ith 
the request that he order it printed ; but he came to the'conclusion that it oaght to 
be done by a special appropriation, the estimate for which is $400. 

The Chairman. What is this Commissary Handbook? 

General Morgan. It is an explanation of how all the stores we have to furnish 
are manufactured and put up, so that the commissaries of the posts can name them 
so as to bo understood when they make an estimate for them for the purchasing 
officers. 

The Chairman. That is more important than the other item? 

General Morgan. It is more important than the army cook book. I would like 
to have that read 600 copies instead of 500 copies, because we find that $400 Tvill 
print and bind 600 copies. 

The Chairman. There is nothing of the kind in existence now in the shape of a 
Commissary Handbook i 

General Morgan. No, sir; it seems that since this item was put in naming it the 
''Commi»sary Handbook'^ the name has been changed to '^Manual of Subsistence 
Stores for the Army of the United States." 

Mr. Livingston.^ Tiiat is rather a long name; can't you cut it short? 

General Morgan. We hoped to ; but we thought it over, and found that we could 
not. 

Mr. Livingston. Who gets up this handbook? 

General Morgan. It is done in my office, and is official. 

TREASURY PRINTING AND BINDING. 

STATEMENT OF MR. OEOROE SIMMONS, ACTING ASSISTANT 
CHIEF, STATIONERY DIVISION, TRBASURT DEPARTMENT. 

Tlie Chairman. You estimate for the printing and binding for the Treasury for 1896, 
$315,000. We appropriated $285,000, and now you submit an estimate for $65,000. 
making $35,00(; more than your estimate. What have you to say as to that increase f 

Mr. Simmons. We have expended all of the regular appropriation, except $28,000, 
up to the 1st of April, We spend about $1,000 a day. I think $65,000 would cajrry 
us through for the remainder of the year. 

The CiiAiRMA'N. Why have the expenses increased? 

Mr. Simmons. They were less than they were last year. We spent $370,000 last 
year. We had $35,000 covered into the Treasury. 

Mr. Sayers. Why did you ask for so much more money than you could usef 

Mr. Simmons. I suppose the requisitions fell off during the remainder of the year. 

Mr. Sayers. Did you make these estimates? 

Mr. Simmons. The office did. 

Mr. Sayers. Have you charge of the office? 

Mr. Simmons. I am not chief of the division, but I have charge of these reqaisi- 
tions. 

Mr. Sayers. And yet you asked for $120,000 deficiency, when you only needed 
$85,000. 
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Mr. Meador. Somewhere between $4,000 and $5,000. That was the amount to nm 
the branch through the present ^ear. We%ere forced to stop all the work. 

The Chairman. What is required for the current business of the Office? 

Mr. Meador. The work for all the Bureaus, the Pension Office, the Patent Office 
and the Land Office, the specification work, and the Civil Service work, all come 
from us. 

WEIL AND LA ABRA MINING COMPANY. 

STATEMENT OF MR. HBNRT HODGES, CLERK, DEPARTMENT OP 

JUSTICE. 

The Chairman. There is an item submitted of $10,000 for fees and expenses in the 
Weil and La Abra niiu ing suit. What has been appropriated, if you have the amount 
at hand f 

Mr. HoDGKS. I have not the amount at hand. 

The Chairman. Can you tell us in detail how much is to be expended for attor- 
neys' fees and how much for expenses? 

Mr. Hodges. The attorney employed, Mr. Maury, informed me that he had an inter- 
view with the chairinuu of this subcommittee, Mr. Cannon, in relation to a report he 
had made as to what be had done, and the condition of the case, and what was still 
to be done. 

The Chairman. Was that verbal or written ? 

Mr. Hodges. It was a written report, as I understood it. 

The Chairman (to the clork). Is there a report in reference to this mining com- 
pany from Mr. Maury ? 

The Clkrk. 1 have the papers. 

Mr. HoDGKS. He snicl that you remarked to him that the case would be taken up 
in due course. I suBpect that Mr. Maury is correct. 

Mr. Sayers. That case is pending in the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Mr. Hodges. It is iiending now in the Court of Claims. Mr. Lines, the former 
attorney for the Government, is dead, and Mr. Maury took hold of tlie case, went to 
Louisiana and Texas last summer, and spent two or three mouths in getting infor- 
mation which was very satisfactory to the Mexican minister and to Mr. Foster, Sec- 
retary of State, who formerly had knowledge of this matter. 

Mr! Sayers. Did this claim not grow out of a fraud connuitted in Mexico? 

Mr. Hodgks. Yes. sir. It was shown to be a fraud. A large amount of money • 
appropriated by the Department of the Treasury was withheld because of protest of 
tue Mexican Government agaiust further payment. 

Mr. Saykks. The Mexican Government agreed to pay a certain amount of money 
for the benefit of certain claimants, and among the claims that were presented to the 
United States for payment out of that sum of money is this claim? 

Mr. Hodges. Yes, 'sir. 

Mr. Savers. And the contention of the Mexican Government is that this is a fraud- 
ulent claim, and that the money which it had transmitted to the United Stat€)s for 
the i)ayment of certain claims ought not to be used for the payment of this claim? 

Mr. Hodges. That is the case I want those papers returned if they are not to go 
on record. 

assistants to the united states attorneys. 

The Chairman. For payment to the assistants of United States attorneys you sub- 
mit $20,000 for this fiscal year. What is the state of that appropriation, is it all 
exhausted ? 

Mr. Hodges. It is; and we have had no money to pay for any such services since 
the 1st of January, when the ai>propriation of $:^5,000 was exhausted. Last year it 
was $30,000 under similar circumstances, and probably' ought to be that now. 

The Chairman. At the bottom of page 68 there is an appropriation for salaries 
and expenses of courts in Indian Territory. What do those accounts amount to? 

Mr. Hodges. I have not had anything to do with those. 

The Chairman. That must be a letter from the Attorney-General. 

Mr. Hodges. What is the date? I think that is a delieiency that you provided 
for in the big bill. 

The Chairman. You think it is provided for? 

Mr. Hodges. If not, we will notify you. I am not certain about that, because it 
does not belong to my work. I expected that you would ask me something about 
protecting property. 

The Chairman. There are items not printed touching that and other matters, and 
the information may be all that we desire. 

Mr. Hodges. That information is all there. 
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Mr. Saykrs. Judge Stewart was her^thU morning and fully explained every- 
thing, and I told him that I would makerin explanation to the committee. 

Mr. HoDOKS. Your request to appear here asked me to make a report on C. R. Evans. 

The Chairman. What have you to say about that? 

Mr. Hodges. That is an old claim. It is Nos. 82 and 192, Fifty-third Congress (the 
way it is printed here, second session, p. 21). The United States attorney incnrred 
an expense of $250, 1 believe. He was a regular officer. 

The Chairman. This seems to be to pay Evans. 

Mr. UODGKS. He performed the service. 

The Chairman. It is to pay Evans, and not to reimburse Hewitt. The document 
tells the whole story. 

Mr. HoDOES. It does. 

SURVEY OF PUBLIC LANDS. 

STATEMENT OF MR. SILAS W. LAMOREUX, COMMISSIONER OF 
THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

The Chairman. I have read Senate Document No. 200. It seems that these sur- 
veys must be gone over again. State the necessity for that. 

Mr. Lamoreux. A portion has been already ascertained and gone over. I supposed 
we could pay out of the annual appropriation for surveys, but the Comptroller holds 
otherwise. 

Mr. Savers. Have you got money enough? 

Mr. Lamorkux. The money has gone back into the Treasury. In 1885 the Com- 
missioner of the Geneial Land Ofiice, Mr. Sparks, suspended all contract<4 in the 
State of Callfomia. Some of them were not only suspended but rejected, and thirty- 
three of the parties brought suit in the United States courts, and the Government 
was unsuccessful in that litigation. That has been running since 1885 up to two 
weeks ago. The Department of Justice called attention to it. The contractors made 
the proposition to go over the surveys and verify them, and that when they convinced 
the officers of the Grovernment they were in the condition described, then they should 
be accepted and paid for by the Government. That agreement was entered into by 
the Department of Justice upon a recommendation made by me and the matter 
is going on. The lands are being put in condition to be accepted. That of Mr. 
Keiley has been accepted. The contractor in that case has been out in the field 
nearly a year. Forty thousand dollars would meet the amount during the coming 
fiscal year. 

The Chairman. They brought action against the Government and now this is to 
have the whole matter gone over again by agreement between the men, and that 
agreement is approved by the Department of Justice, and they are actually doing 
the work f 

Mr. Lamoreux. Yes, sir; and all the suits not tried were suspended. 

The Chairman. Can you pay without making a direct appropriation f 

Mr. Lamoreux. I do not know any way to do it. 

The Chairman. I thought perhaps you could pay out of the current appropriation 
for the surveys of public lands. 

Mr. Lamoreux. The appropriation up to the dOth of June is all expended or con- 
tracted for. By the 30th of June the $250,000 will be expended for paying existing 
contracts. 

The Chairman. This money is needed now. 

Mr. Lamoreux. If it is made available out of the appropriation for 1896-97 it 
would be all right. 

The Chairman. How much would be needed between now and the 1st of Julyf 

Mr. Lamoreux. $15,000 to $18,000. 

The Chairman. Suppose we make it $20,000? 

Mr. Lamoreux. Then what are you going to do for next yearf The Comptroller 
holds that we can not pay this out of that aifpropriation. 

The Chairman. $20,000 will pav everything up to the 1st of Julyf 

Mr. Lamoreux. Yes; and $40,000 will carry us through next year. 

Mp. Saters. Suppose we give you $20,000 now to last you until the 1st of July 
next, how much will you probably need during the next fiscal yearf 

Mr. Lamoreux. $40,000 will take us up to the 30th of July, 1897. It is very slow 
work. 

General Land Office, 

Washington^ Apiil 17, 1896, 
Sir : In reply to your telegram, which reached my desk in my absence, I have the 
honor testate that the estimate of $40,000 submitted under Senate Document No. 200 
is separate and distinct and covers a different class of cases from tho^e covered by 
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Senate Document No. 337, carrying an estimate of ,^9,202.34. The only way this money 
can be paid is by express appropriation to tbe individuals therein named and desig- 
nated, the accounts having been closed by the Treasury Department, and being 
under what is known as the special deposit system they lack sufficient deposits to 
meet the contracts in the sum of $9,202.34. This amount can not be paid out of the 
$40,000 appropriation, or any other appropriation. 

I inclose a schedule which covers the $9,202.34, showing the date of contract, the 
time within which the same was to be performed, and the date when the same was 
performed. 

I trust the above will be sufficient and cover all the points you inquired about. 
Very respectfully, yours, 

S. W. Lamorkux, Commissioner, 
Hon. J. G. Cannon, 

Committee on AppropriationSy House of Representatives, 

Statement referring to Senate Document No. S37 showing the date of contract, the date 
when contract expired, and the date when the work was performed in each case. 

Charles Holcomb, contract 379, dated November 8, 1884, expired June 30, 1885, 
work performed December, 1884. 

James R. Glover, contract 370, dated October 1, 1884, expired June 30, 1885, work 
performed January and February, 1885. 

George W. Baker, contract 275, dated July 31, 1882, expired December 31, 1882, 
work performed May to Aujjfust, 1884. 

S. A. Hanson, contract 151, dated December 3, 1879, expired June 1, 1880, work 
performed June and July, 1882. 

Milton Santee, contract 122, dated October 17, 1879, expired June 1, 1880, work 
performed September to November, 1882. 

M. F. Reilly, contract 346, dated March 6, 1884, expired June 30, 1884, work per- 
formed August to October, 1884. 

8. A. Hanson, contract 52, dated November 7, 1878, expired September 1, 1879, work 
performed May and June, 1882. 

George H. Pradt, contract 277, dated October 26, 1893, expired March 1, 1894,. 
work performed January, 1893. 

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 

STATEMENT OF MR. THOMAS E. BENEDICT, PUBLIC PRINTER. 

The C EI AIRMAN. The first item is furnishings for the new addition to the Govern- 
ment Printing OflSce, $60,000. Is that addition ready to be furnished! 

Mr. Bknkdict. It can be occupied the 1st of June, according to the statement of 
the engineer. 

The Chairman. Is $60,000 as little as yon can get along w^ith? 

Mr. Benedict. I have estimated that as the cost. That is an estimate of the 
machinery and material which will be required, and the expenditure outside of the 
partitions and general furniture is as estimated to the Joint Committee on Printing, 
$56,546. 

The Chairman. Why is it essential that you should have the assent of the Joint 
Committee on Printing? 

Mr. Benedict. Because, under the decision of the Comptroller, this class of pur- 
chases can not be covered under the yearly advertisment. We go to the Committee 
on Printing and receive its approval. 

The Chairman. We make the appropriation, and yet you must have their assent f 

Mr. Benedict. Yes, sir. We include everything under the yearly advertisement 
which we can. I presume that we have added 100 items to the schedule this year 
that we did not last year. 

The Chairman. This is for purchases that you conld not advertise for, and the law 
provides that you must have the approval of the Joint Coimuittee on Printing in 
such cases? 

Mr. Benedict. That is the opinion of the Comptroller. 

The CHAIRMAN. You seem to have a provision for thirty days' leave? 

Mr. Benedict. Yes, sir; I have increased the appropriation in the pending bill. 
There will be a deficiency for this year of $10,000. I am now sure that I will not have 
enough. 
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